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“I Am Sorry”

Father Shanley:
The administration of the
College recognizes the lack
of communication with stu
dents and promises to better
involve the community in
future policy changes
by

Mary Pelletier ’09
Editor-in-Chief

Timing has recently become every
thing for the administration of
Providence College.
Debate among students regarding the
content of recent handCAMPUS book changes has been
NEWS both positive and nega
tive, but some are now
calling into question the process by
which these amendments were made and
consequently
made
public.
The
College’s incoming class of 2012 was
aware of two new handbook policies
months before returning students were
packing their bags for Providence, the
majority of whom would not see any
new rules until the handbook was com
pleted and published.
Freshmen who attended the summer
sessions of orientation as early as June
were equipped with “alcohol fast fact”
sheets that included a campus-wide ban on
hard alcohol, as well as the new caller
amnesty policy. Members of the classes of
’09, ’10, and ’ll, however, were unaware
of such changes until receiving Associate
Vice President of Student Affairs Chris
Fortunato’s e-mail on Aug. 29, days before
classes began on Sept. 2.
President of the College Rev. Brian J.
Shanley, O.P., has since apologized to the
student body for the lack of communica
tion to the College community as a whole
on the part of the administration.
“I am sorry that we did not adequately
communicate with the students that
changes were in place, but I hope we’re
not making a mistake,” said Shanley.
“Time will tell. We want to hear what the
students have to say. In this case, timing
MATT LONGOBARDI ’10/The Cowl
was bad, and I do regret that. I regret stu
dents feeling disrespected in this whole Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P., president of Providence College, speaks candidly about the new alcohol policy and the communi
process, but I felt like this was an urgent cation between the student body and the administration regarding the policy. Both Shanley and the administration are
SHANLEY/Page 6 embarking on an ongoing dialogue with students, during which students can voice their concerns about the policy.

INSIDE THE COWL

New Finance Teacher
Brings Real World
Experience
by

Sara Beth Labanara ’ll

Res Life and OffCampus Living Dispel
Rumors
by

Rick Kurker ’09

News Staff

Asst. News Editor

•Providence College’s Department of
Finance is welcoming its newest faculty mem
ber this year: Professor John Stone, M.B.A.
Stone is a graduate of Brown University and
Harvard University.
NEW
Stone brings real-world
FACULTY experience, including work
ing for many different com
panies, to his classroom. He is also interject
ing his knowledge of history, economics, and ,
political science into his finance classes,
keeping with the College’s tradition of liberal
arts education.
Stone grew up outside Boston and I
attended a private high school in New
Hampshire. After high school, he attended
Brown University where he graduated in

The start of the new school year has
brought with it several new policy
changes, but Steve Sears Ph.D., dean of
Residence Life, and Richy Kless, director
of Off-Campus Living,
confirmed
that
CAMPUS have
NEWS rumors about a new policy
forcing juniors to stay on
campus next year are false.
Sears said that Providence College has
never forced students to live off campus.
“There was a time when some rooms were
populated above their normal intended capci
ty, meaning, for example, that a room that
was determined by the College to be a threeperson room had four students residing in it,”
he said. “This was considered ‘overcrowding’
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Students Share Stories of Studying
Abroad at Welcome Back Ceremony
Moving away from home and adapting to
life at Providence College is a cultural shift
we have all experienced. But what happens
when you return to the College after spending
an entire semester, or even an entire year,
studying abroad? This was a main topic
addressed at a Study Abroad Welcome Back
Reception held by the Center for International
Studies in Slavin G01 on Wednesday, Sept.
10, from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
About 25 members of the senior class who
have recently returned from abroad gathered
over pizza and soda and shared stories of time
spent in places such as London, Paris,
Florence, and Granada. Living, studying, and
traveling in other countries provided them
with experiences that were both rewarding
and overwhelming.
“I was initially shocked by everyday
things such as how to do laundry, how to
order a soda, how to make a phone call, but
it got better,” said Annie Northbridge ’09,
referring to her first days in Florence.
Though adapting to life abroad may
be challenging, the return to the “nor
mal” environment of home or school
may be harder than you would think.
Surges of anticipation and sadness, as
well as emotional and physical stress are
often experienced.
“Coming back was really difficult,”
described Whitney Henderson ’09. “I
truly miss Paris every single day ... I
was living with one French woman and
now I’m living with eight people.”
Guest-speaker, Rosemary Mugan,
Psy.D., clinical counselor at the Personal
Counseling Center on Campus, reassured
students that such feelings are normal, and
are part of a condition known as “reverse
culture shock.”
“You may find that friends have changed,
family aspects have changed, or even unex

pected changes in yourself,” said Mugan.
In order to cope, it is important to incor
porate experiences obtained abroad into
current life at Providence College.
Other strategies include articulating
feelings and experiences with others who
can relate and understand, which serves as
the primary reason that Katherine Jacobs,
study abroad coordinator and international
student advisor, conducts welcome back
receptions each semester.
— Allison O’Connor ’10
Power Failure Causes Network
Issues

Faculty, staff, and students trying to
access the Providence College Internet
server on Mon., Sept. 8 instead encoun
tered the message “Page Cannot Be
Found.” Around 10:45 a.m., the network
was unavailable for a period of about 45
minutes. During this short time span, the
Providence College Help Desk Office of
the Internet Technology Department was
flooded with about 20 to 30 calls regarding
the lack of Internet availability.
According to Jim Rizzo, Help Desk man
ager, the network crash was a result of a
power issue. A battery back-up machine for
the server room, located in Accinno Hall, was
being replaced, which resulted in a temporary
power shortage for the network.
“It was not believed that the network
could go down during this routine mainte
nance procedure,” said Rizzo.
Power to most servers was restored
after 45 minutes. However, it went
unnoticed that one of the servers did not
regain power along with the others,
which left some students without net
work access for several hours. The Help
Desk received about 40 more calls from
frustrated students and faculty during
that time.
The problem was finally discovered
and fixed at 3:30 p.m. The Office of

Information Technology is currently
working hard to ensure that such inci
dents do not happen in the future.
“This type of maintenance will only
occur outside of the regular operating
hours of the College from now on, and will
likely be announced,” said Rizzo. “We
will also be looking into why the power
was lost in replacing the back-up system to
prevent that from happening again.”
In addition to taking extra precautions
to guarantee the stability of the network,
IT is also expanding its student
resources and help aids.
—Allison O’Connor ’10
BOP Hosts Big Roast
Despite the change of location due to rain,
students were not deterred from attending the
Big Roast hosted by the Board of
Programmers (BOP) on Friday, Sept. 12.
Doors opened at 4:30 p.m., and the event last
ed until 9:30 p.m.
Peterson Recreation Center was
flooded with the sounds of musical hits
both old and new, performed by the
locally popular New England band
Classic Trax. The delicious aroma of
barbecued food provided by the Texas
Roadhouse restaurant chain filled the air
campuswide. For the price of only $3,
students could choose from an assort
ment of pulled-pork sandwiches, barbe
cued chicken, ribs, red beans, and rice.
“We wanted to provide something differ
ent than the usual Sodexho food,” said
Brendan Ward ’09, a member of BOP, who
helped to plan the event.
Other activities were also available for
students to enjoy. Free tie-dying was
offered at the entrance leading to the gym
nasium filled with activities such as mini
golf, a washer toss, a mechanical bull, an
inflatable wrecking ball apparatus, and a
beer garden for those 21 and older.
The last time a similar event was held

C AMPUS CALENDAR
3:00 p.m. Men’s
Soccer vs.
Cincinnati,
Providence, R.I.
8:00 p.m. Women’s
Volleyball vs.
Sacred Heart,
Mullaney Gym,
Providence, R.I.

11:00 a.m.
Women’s Volleyball
vs. Coppin State,
Mullaney Gym,
Providence, R.I.
9:00 p.m.-ll:00
p.m. Willy Wonka
Movie Night, ’64
Hall

1:00 p.m.,
4:00 p.m. Sunday
NFL Ticket,
McPhail’s
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McPhail’s Gives Students a “Taste
Around the World”
College life was blended with a touch of
sophistication at McPhail’s on Thursday,
Sept. 11. Students gathered to taste an
eclectic assortment of six beers and six
wines from all different countries at “Taste
Around the World.”
The tasting began at 9:00 p.m., and by
9:30 p.m., a crowd of about 40 students
was already mingling and sampling wines
such as Yellow Tail Shiraz Grenache from
Australia and Pepperwood Grove Pinot
Grigio from California, as well as beers
such as Tsingtao from China and
Kronenbourg from France, among several
others. A descriptive brochure was given
out at the door that included an explanation
of the samples offered and recommenda
tions on the best foods to enjoy them with.
The atmosphere was fun and energetic.
Anthony DiDonna ’09 played songs such
as “Rocketman” on the piano, and football
on ESPN was displayed on the big screen.
“These events are great because we
offer something that we don’t usually
have, and we get people who don’t typical
ly come in,” said Monica Clearkin, a grad
uate student and McPhail’s staff member.
“It was the perfect opportunity to trade
summer stories with old friends while
enjoying new tastes.”
“My favorite part of this event is being
able to catch up with friends,” said Lisa
Hofer ’09.
—Allison O’Connor ’10

September

8:30 p.m. Monday 11:35 a.m. Mass at
Night Football,
St. Dominic Chapel
New York Jets vs.
San Diego
Chargers, McPhail’s

4:00 p.m. Women’s
Soccer vs.
Massachusetts,
Glay Field,
Providence, R.I.

was in Sept. 2006, and it did not draw
nearly as many people as this year’s Big
Roast, according to Ward.
“It was definitely most crowded earlier on
in the night, especially around dinner time,
but we maintained a decent-sized crowd until
at least 8:30,” said Rachel Gregorek ’10, a
member of BOP.
—Allison O'Connor ’10

19-25

4:00 p.m. Women’s
Tennis vs. Holy
Cross, Tennis
Courts, Providence,
R.I.

11:30 a.m.-2:30
p.m. Things For
Thursdays: Henna
Tattoos, Slavin
Lawn

6:00 p.m. Women’s
Volleyball vs.
Manhattan,
Mullaney Gym,
Providence, R.I.

4:00 p.m. Women’s
Soccer vs.
Marquette, Glay
Field, Providence,

9:00 p.m. The
Brink LIVE,
McPhail’s
.

Accuracy Watch

A Message from the Office of Safety and Security
Tips to Avoid Being Carjacked:
—Keep all doors locked and windows up when driving
—Keep your valuables out of view
—When possible, do not drive alone in remote or unfamiliar
places
—Service your vehicle regularly to ensure it’s working
—Travel on main roads as much as possible
—Drive in the lane nearest to the road’s center
—Drive on well-lit streets
—When walking to your car have keys in hand, and enter your
vehicle quickly
—Do not pull over if a suspicious driver motions you to do so
—If you are in an accident, take your keys and purse or wallet
with you when you get out of the car

Please see Associate Vice President of Student Affairs Chris Fortunato’s letter to the
editor on page 13 for clarification regarding policy changes mentioned in the Sept.
11, 2008 issue of The Cowl.

Correction: In the article entitled, “Student Congress Plans to Make Administration
Explain Actions,” printed in the Spet. 11,2008, issue of The Cowl it should have
read “Justin Ferrante ’10.”

The headline, “Featured Teacher: Epaphras Osandu,” in the Sept. 11, 2008, issue of
The Cowl should have read “Featured Teacher: Epaphras Osondu.”

September IS, 2008________________________________________ NEWS__________________________________________________The Cowl 3

Shanley Says Lowering Drinking Age Not Solution to Alcohol Abuse
by

Lauren Ballback ’09
News Staff

The recent changes to Providence
College’s alcohol policies have sparked a
conversation among students and adminis
trators on the most effective approach to
dealing with alcohol abuse
CAMPUS issues. Underage and binge
NEWS drinking are two of the
most prevalent problems
rules aim to curtail. On
Monday, Sept. 15, Rev. Brian J. Shanley,
O.P., president of the College, sat down
with The Cowl to discuss PC’s current and
future policy, as well as the prevalence of
alcohol on college campuses.
“The problem that we have at
Providence College is hard liquor, binge
drinking,” said Shanley. “And that’s new.
That was not the case when I was an
undergraduate at Providence College. I’m
not saying that there was no alcohol prob
lem when there was an 18-year-old drink
ing age. There wasn’t binge drinking as
there is now . . . From a social point of
view that is the problem at Providence
College.”
Shanley does not believe lowering the
drinking age to 18 will help with binge
drinking, as John McCardell, former pres
ident of Middlebury College in Vermont,
believes. McCardell started the Amethyst
Initiative, the movement of college leaders
to lower the drinking age to 18. It has been
gaining ground in recent months; 130 pres
idents of colleges and universities support
it thus far.
“This is a law that is routinely evad
ed,” McCardell is reported as saying.
“It is a law that the people at whom it is
directed believe is unjust and unfair
and discriminatory.”
One of the reasons for Shanley’s posi
tion is that empirical evidence shows that
the change of the drinking age from 18 to
21 lowers the number of deaths caused by
drunk driving. Additionally, he worries
that the adverse effects of lowering the age
could trickle down from high school to
junior high. Shanley does not believe that
a lower drinking age would be the “silver
bullet” and that it is simply a “red herring”

to the overall problem of alcohol abuse.
“The default social mode at Providence
College your freshman and sophomore
year, what you do on Thursday, Friday,
Saturday nights, is to have a drink, not just
a drink, lots of drinks, that’s the problem,”
said Shanley.
To address this problem he believes the
College needs to repair what he sees as the
disconnection between what students want
in life and their abuse of alcohol. The moti
vational interview approach tries to bridge
such a disconnect, and is the method that
Shanley believes to be most effective.
The National Institute of Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism said that this is
one of the most effective among to deal
ing with alcohol abuse in college stu
dents, as well as intervention and chal
lenging alcohol expectations.
When asked how the new rules reflect
such policy Shanley said that, by his
understanding, the first offense would
serve as an educational tool, it would
require students to meet with a coun
selor, where a motivational intervention
would occur.
“The education piece, when you walk in
the door, is not where it needs to be,” said
Shanley. “The education part of these rules
needs to be strengthened, and we’re look
ing at putting the educational piece more
strongly in play at the orientation process.”
Another aspect for further discussion is
health services available to students after
they have become intoxicated. Many stu
dents do not know what to do when a
roommate is in a precarious state that does
not warrant transport, but does require
medical assistance. Providence College
has offered such services in the past.
“Liability and expense are the two big
reasons, I’m guessing, that the College
made the decision it did,” said Shanley.
“But I’m open to revisiting any issue
with respect to making the campus a
healthier place.
The process for dealing with student
infractions is yet another area that the
College community has yet to explore.
Shanley said that the role of students in
dealing with infractions such as academic
violations is something that administration

talked about last year. He isn’t sure how
alcohol violations would play into such
arrangement, but said that the best place to
make such suggestions would be in
Student Congress or to Rev. Brendan
Murphy, O.P., vice president of Student

"---------------------With a voice comes very big
responsibility to get involved in

an educated way
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P.

----------- ---------- "
Affairs Administration, directly.
“With a voice comes very big responsi
bility for students to get involved in an
educated way,” said Shanley. “Peer-to-peer
is a huge responsibility, which I think our
students are up to but they need to know
it’s a big commitment, and it’s really hard

to sit on judgment on your peers.”
The new policy bans hard alcohol on
campus for all students, regardless of their
age, with the exception of service at
McPhail’s. Under the new guidelines stu
dents 21 and over are limited in the
amount of alcohol they can have on cam
pus, and where they may drink it.
“I understand the argument that ‘I’m
21 [and] I should be able to do whatev
er I want,”’ said Shanley. “When you
leave Providence College you will be
able to do whatever it is that you want.
But, I think that most of our students
understand that on an on-campus envi
ronment that there are strictures on stu
dent behaviors that will be stricter that
you will live with in the real world, so
called ‘real world,’ whatever that is.”
The reason for these restrictions,
according to Shanley is that students of all
ages are sharing the same space. These
new regulations aim to make it harder for
underage students to access alcohol, as
well as making it more difficult for the of
age students to abuse it.
“We all know that there is a binge problem
at Providence College,” said Shanley. “Doing
nothing is not a solution.”

Spring Break 2009
Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Go Free.
Call for Group Discounts.
Best Prices Guaranteed! Best Parties!
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida.
For More Information or Reservations, contact:

1-800-648-4849 or
www.ststraveI.com.

The 02908 Club Quote of the Week:
“Aim at the sun and you may not reach it; but your arrow will fly far higher than
ifyou aimed at an object on a level with yourself"
-F. Hawes

Last week The 02908 Club rented out 24 more apartments! If
you plan on moving off campus, and want to rent with the
best, schedule your appointment today!
For more information contact Mark Sweeney at
(401) 749-1550 or (401) 864-1456
Mark@The02908Club.com
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Student Congress: Father Shanley Fields Students’ Questions
by

Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor

The latest installment of the ongoing
dialogue between the Providence
College administration and the student
body concerning the newly implemented
alcohol policies was host
ed
by Student Congress
CAMPUS
NEWS Tuesday, Sept. 16. Rev.
Brian J. Shanley, O.P.,
president of Providence College,
addressed Congress and answered ques
tions from both Congress and non
Congress members regarding the alco
hol policy changes and other changes to
the school.
Shanley began by explaining to students
his understanding of their frustration and
apologized for the way in which the alco
hol policies were enacted.
“Let me begin by saying, I know many
of you are angry, and I don’t blame you,”
said Shanley.
He said that he recognized that students
were upset about not being more involved
in formulating the new policies and in an
ideal world an open forum about possible
new alcohol policies would have been held
last spring giving students the opportunity
to comment on the policies.
“It’s what I would have hoped hap
pened, but we don’t live in an ideal world,”
said Shanley. “And we weren’t ready in the
spring to propose something and say, ‘This
is what we think we want to do about alco
hol.’ So, we didn’t get it done ... in time.”
The 4Cs committee reported that the
best way to curb alcohol abuse among stu
dents was to limit the availability of alco
hol. Shanley said that was the rationale
behind banning hard alcohol on campus
and limiting the amount of alcohol stu
dents of legal drinking age can have on
campus. He also said that when students

Housing:

do drink, their typical drink of choice is
hard alcohol.
Shanley said that the ban on hard alco
hol did not come as a surprise to him and
he thought students should have also antic
ipated that step and the step to limit the
amount of alcohol a 21-year-old student
can drink.
“And again, I think people knew or
should have known that was coming,” said
Shanley. “Where the limit was and why
this number rather than that number that’s
not something that I can give you chapter
and verse on.”
Shanley said that it was not hypocritical
to ban hard alcohol everywhere on campus
except McPhail’s. The argument is that
McPhail’s serves standard drinks and has
steps in place to prevent binge drinking.
Legal aged students are also being
segregated from underage students
when they choose to drink because the
likelihood that underage students will
drink increases when they are around
students who are drinking.
The first question for Shanley came
from Andy McMannis ’09.
“I am just wondering if there is any
way as a president that you can ensure
that a plan this wide and important can
come to Congress first in the future,”
said McMannis. “I wonder if seeing our
reaction to this you can ensure that
things like this come to Congress before
they are finalized.”
Shanley once again said that he regret
ted that there was not as much student
involvement in formulating the new poli
cies and that there was not an open forum
last spring.
“I’m not going to tell you that I’ll never
make a decision without you, but any deci
sion that impacts students should have stu
dent input,” said Shanley. “I will say that
everything that we’re doing is provisional

... as we go along we’re going to be
assessing along the way.”
Students also wanted to know why the
4Cs committee was not more involved in
formulating and implementing the alcohol
policies and why no student input was
sought from students who were working
on campus over the summer, some of
whom are on Congress.
According to Shanley, a subcommittee of
the 4Cs committee “was supposed to investi
gate changes in policy.” The alcohol subcom
mittee made some recommendations to the
4Cs committee about alcohol policy changes.
The 4Cs ultimately decided that more work
needed to be done to research the recommen
dations and did not endorse on the recom
mendations. The committee did comment on
the recommendations.
“The 4Cs committee, and this is
important, did not recommend what is in
the Student Handbook,” said Shanley.
“They did not, this is important too, they
did not say ‘don’t do what you’re going
to do,’ they just hadn’t gotten to the
point where as a committee they felt like
they could endorse the recommenda
tions of the subcommittee. So the 4Cs
committee is not responsible for what is
in the Student Handbook, although what
is in the Student Handbook was dis
cussed with the 4Cs committee.”
Student Affairs then used what they had
discussed with the 4Cs committee and put
together a new alcohol policy because
Student Affairs felt that the issue of alco
hol abuse was urgent enough that it could
not wait to be addressed any longer.
Sean Jones ’10 pointed out that the
College’s steps to educate students about
alcohol abuse and the dangers of alcohol
seem to be reactive instead of proactive.
Shanley said that many people question
why PC doesn’t require incoming fresh
man to take “Alcohol Edu,” an education

course in alcohol. His response to them is
that research does not show that “Alcohol
Edu” reduces alcohol abuse. What PC will
be doing, possibly next summer, is screen
ing incoming freshman who are at risk for
alcohol abuse.
“I’m hoping that next summer at orien
tation we will be able to pick out the kids
who are most at risk to have a problem,
and come up with some plan for remedia
tion . ..” said Shanley.
Concern arose among students about a
screening process for at-risk students.
“I would feel both singled out and
embarrassed if that were to happen to me,”
said Tim O’Mara ’ll.
Shanley said that the intention of the
process was certainly not to single out or
embarrass students, and that it had still not
been finalized. He agrees that it is not fair
to screen some students and not others for
alcoholism, and that a fair system for test
ing students will be deliberated over by the
administration very carefully before any
thing is implemented.
The administration also plans to use a
students’ first alcohol offenses as opportu
nities to interview them and encourage
them to reflect on where they want their
college careers to go and what role alcohol
plays in that plan.
More non-alcoholic events will also
give students an alternative to drinking. A
plan for more recreational space is current
ly underway and the administration hopes
to be able to unveil it soon.
Jaimie Scambio ’ 10 asked Shanley why
the plan for alternative activities and recre
ational space, both of which are considered
to be important steps to curb alcohol
abuse, has not moved as quickly as the
alcohol policies.
“I would say that since we’ve been here
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Off-campus Living Options Available for Juniors

continued from front page

and mostly impacted freshmen. Additionally,
during this time, these students were provided
financial rebates by the College.”
Sears noted that many colleges and univer
sities still consistently use this practice. He
said that the College has made a concerted
effort to limit overcrowding, primarily to
ensure “a positive quality of life” while living
on campus.
“We have lowered the freshman class size,
increased lounge space, upgraded furniture,
and renovated a number of residence hall
areas over the past two years,” he said.
But as for a new policy about juniors
being forced to move off campus? Sears
said that no such new policy exists. In fact,
he said, the College’s policies about offcampus living have remained the same
since Davis and Bedford Halls opened in
September 1994.
“Based on a statistical analysis which
encompasses class size, on-campus student
retention, overall student retention, and
transfer data, we will have ample on-campus housing for our current and anticipated
student body,” Sears said. “Similar to last
year, we may require some students to
reside on campus that may have preferred
to move off campus. These students will
likely be juniors. Hence, it is essential that
juniors and seniors do not sign off campus
leases until given permission to do so.”
This policy, which has existed for over a
decade, is stated in the Student Handbook, as
well as in the Undergraduate Catalog for
Providence College. Sears said that the Office
of Residence Life makes all decisions once
deposits are received and housing selection
has taken place in November, noting that a
review of judicial records will take place for
students wishing to move off campus. But
Sears emphasized that there is no plan to
“force” juniors or seniors to live off campus.
Sears said that any students with ques
tions regarding on-campus living and the
housing selection process should speak
with their hall director or any member of
the Office of Residence Life.
Richard F. Kless, director of Off-Campus
Living, confirmed that the policy for students
moving off campus has been in place for the
15 years he has worked at PC.
“As
director
of Off-Campus
Living, I work closely with the

SARA SPIRITO ' 11/The Cowl

Students who wish to move off campus during their junior or senior year must
request permission from the Office of Residence Life before signing any leases.
Office of Residence Life,” he said.
Kless noted that off-campus living can
only be considered after apartment and suite
selection. He added that special circum
stances allow for certain students to be nearly
guaranteed permission to move off campus;
such students include married students, local
students, and graduate students.
Kless said that a main reason why PC
needs to ensure that their rooms are filled is to
keep down expenses for the College and con
sequently to keep the tuition down. This is
accomplished by taking into account the
incoming freshman class, in terms of the
number of students who are accepted and the
number of students who actually plan to
attend PC, as well as the number of returning
members of the other classes.
“Each year is unique to itself, Kless said.
“There are lots ofvariables that go into housing.”
Kless said that ideally, there would be the
same number of students per class so that
each class of graduating seniors would be
replaced by the same number of incoming
freshmen. However, he added that this is
never the case, especially when such factors
as transfer students and “no-shows” impact

the number of students per class.
Kless compared PC to a landlord, noting
that a student is legally bound to the school
in the same way he or she would be legal
ly bound to a landlord. Consequently, if a
student signs a lease before gaining per
mission from Residence Life, he or she
then has two leases, or two “legally-bind
ing contracts,” at once. Therefore, if stu
dents want to move off campus, it is essen
tial that they go to the Office of Residence
Life first in order to get permission.
Kless said that living off campus can be
a rewarding experience, as the area around
PC is a popular community for people
from a variety of schools, including
Johnson & Wales University, Bryant
University, and Rhode Island College.
Andy MacManms ’09 said that living off
campus as a junior and now as a senior has pre
pared him for the “real world.”
"I am forced to buy groceries and pay
utilities,” he said. “Also, it has helped me
to realize the importance of security. On
campus, there is very little worry about
theft or danger. Off campus, you have to
deal with these things and therefore must

be more aware of the need to do things like
locking doors and windows.”
MacMannis said that he often felt stressed
about being written up while living on campus,
adding that he thinks the new alcohol policy
adds additional stress for those students over 21
years of age, but he said that his decision to
move off campus has been one of his best and
most important decisions made at PC.
Patricia Osmolak ’10 also said that she
moved off campus because of the regula
tions for on-campus living.
“One of the major reasons that I
moved off campus was that I constantly
felt as though the school was dictating
how I lived by telling me who I could
have in my room and when I could move
in or move out over holidays, and when
someone could come to visit me,”
Osmolak said. “I understand that regula
tions have to be in place in communal
residences, but I felt that PC took these
regulations to the extreme.”
Osmolak said that she feels students
deserve to have control over their living situ
ations, and that it is important for students to
have the opportunity to live off campus.
“I have found that off-campus housing is
more enjoyable and much less expensive than
living on campus, and I am very glad that I
made the choice to move off,” she said.
Kate Sembor ’09 said that it is important
for some juniors and seniors to move off
campus because it allows for the older stu
dents to have more independence and
responsibility, but it also allows the
younger students not quite ready for this
step yet to occupy the housing on campus.
“Many times, living off campus actually
saves money because the bill for dorm liv
ing is often higher than rent,” Sembor said.
Sembor added that living off campus
also has disadvantages because doing
laundry, having heat and air conditioning,
and maintaining kitchens and living facili
ties may require extra costs or bills. She
also noted that she liked the added safety
of living on campus.
Other students said that they would prefer
on-campus living options during their junior
and senior years.
“I would want to live on campus
because the apartments are a decent
size, I can keep tabs on what’s new on
campus, and it’s also more convenient to
go to classes,” said Lauren Cavalli ’ll.
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A Message From Student Congress President
To the Providence College Community:
The recent changes made in Providence College’s Alcohol Policy are the most dramatic steps the school has
taken in combating alcohol abuse. This will affect thousands of students in the next few years who will be
living with these changes. After much deliberation as a Congress, we have decided to reach out to the com
munity to conduct research that proves these are the best practices to reduce alcohol abuse, to discuss poli
cies and implications that will result from these changes, and, most importantly, to discuss the process by
which these policies were implemented.

We are disappointed in the lack of student involvement in this process. With changes so important to cur
rent and future students at Providence College, it is imperative that we as a student body make our voices
heard. Students at PC recognize that there is an alcohol abuse problem on campus, which poses a health
and safety risk to ourselves and the community, and want to be part of the solution. In the next few weeks,
Student Congress will be the leader in productive conversation and action on the issue of the alcohol policy
and its implementation process. In the interest of open dialogue on this matter, we will be reaching out to
you in an effort to include all constituencies of the Student Congress, whom we were chosen to represent.
There will also be opportunity for students to discuss these issues with administration, at our meeting on
September 23 at 5:30 in Aquinas Lounge.

In our effort to voice our concerns about this situation, I ask the student body to be honest, yet tactful, in
our response as a community. I look forward to working with you and representing you this year. If you
have questions or concerns, please e-mail me, at ewolf@providence.edu .
Thank you,
Liz Wolf

59th Student Congress
President

Featured Teacher: Stone Incorporates Liberal Arts With Finance
continued from front page

the spring of 1980 with a bachelor’s
degree in History. Following his gradua
tion, Stone moved to Seattle, where he
worked for two years.
Stone also discovered mountain climb
ing while living in Seattle.
“It’s one of my biggest passions,”
said Stone.
In addition to rock climbing Stone
also cycles. He rides his bicycle to
work every day.
In 1982, Stone went back to his
Boston roots where he received his
M.B.A. at the Harvard Business School.
Upon graduation, Stone dabbled in mar
keting. He worked as a marketing man
ager at a high technology company out
side Boston for three and a half years.
Stone moved on from marketing to the
political realm. He worked on Mike
Ducacus’ political campaign in Nov. 1987.
After working in politics, Stone took his
career into his own hands and created his
own start-up company.
“I worked for a start up technology com
pany that was founded by some veteran
capital firms,” said Stone. “I did that for a
year and a half and this particular compa
ny went bust, so it shut down which was a
learning experience.”
Stone did not waste any time and he
began working as a stock analyst for
Adams Harkness and Hill, an investment
bank and brokerage firm in Boston.
Stone made a pivotal career move fol
lowing his time with Adams Harkness and
Hill. He was hired by Standish Ayer and
Wood as a portfolio manager to invest for
institutions in growth stocks.
“[I worked at Standish] for three
years,” said Stone. “In 2000, I and a
couple of partners left Standish and
started a new firm, Lee Munder Capital
Group. I was one of the founding part
ners there. While I was there I ran an
equity long/short hedge fund. I did that
until just a couple months ago.”
When Stone graduated from Brown
with a degree in history he was not
interested in going into the field of
teaching or research: ideal professions

SARA SPIRITO ’ 11/The Cowl

John Stone
a new professor in the Department of Finance, speaks about
his life before becoming a teacher.
appropriate for a history degree, says Stone.
However, he was still curious about the pos
sibility of becoming a teacher.
“At that point in my life I didn’t really
want to become an academic, I wanted to
work in the business industry,” said Stone.
“I became a teacher to satisfy my curiosi
ty. I felt that I would work well with stu
dents, and I wanted to test myself. I want
ed to try teaching.”
Stone feels that his background in his
tory has heightened his knowledge of
finance and ultimately made his educa
tion more liberal and well-rounded,
something that he looks forward to shar
ing with his students.
“A liberal arts education is of tremen

dous value, not always in every profession,
but in investing and in the stock market,
it’s of great value,” said Stone. “The
knowledge you gain from studying history,
and economics, and political science is
very useful when you’re trying to under
stand stock markets.
“The main thing that attracted me to
finance is that I felt it was a profession
that allowed me to take advantage of my
knowledge of history and economics
and politics,” said Stone. “I could bring
together a lot of different experiences
that I have had over the years and apply
them to finance.”
Stone’s variety of professions has led
him to a field that he is passionate about

and that has inspired him. Two of Stone’s
greatest inspirations, aside from Bobby
Orr, a professional hockey player, and
many of his professors at Brown and
Harvard, is the Socratic Method and the
case-study method, both of which he stud
ied during his time at Harvard.
“I love the Socratic Method, which is
a question and answer dialogue with the
students, and I love that; at Harvard it’s
a huge deal, it’s like half of your grade,”
said Stone. “That’s an inspiration to me.
And the other thing about the business
school that I liked a lot is the case-study
method where you’re basically taking
real-world problems and trying to ana
lyze them, it’s not fiction.”
The Socratic Method has inspired his
unique teaching style that he brings to
the classroom.
“[My teaching style is] interactive, it’s
random motion, (I tend to like to move
around a lot, I never sit down in class) and
bringing the material down to earth; mak
ing it relevant and really focusing on
what’s happening now in the real world,”
said Stone.
As Stone works to solidify and define
his teaching style, he hopes it will engage
his students, the same students that drew
him to teach at PC.
“I have two kids, and over the years, a
number of our babysitters were PC stu
dents, in fact they were not just PC stu
dents, they were PC women hockey play
ers,” said Stone. “So what really first
attracted me to the College is that I knew a
lot of kids who had gone through PC and
they are great kids and great students.”
Stone has been working hard in the
classroom and has found that one of the
hardest things about teaching is the prepa
ration that it requires.
“The material I love, I know the material
inside and out,” said Stone. “It’s just the lecture
material that requires a lot of preparation.”
Stone is planning to learn just as
much from his students as they will
learn from him.
“I just want to learn more as a teacher, I
really want to learn the art,” said Stone.
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Shanley: Student Opinions to be Considered in Major Future Changes
continued from front page
enough problem that we had to do some
thing for this year. Coming backfwe had]
to demonstrate progress, otherwise the 4Cs
(Committee on Campus Culture, Conduct
and Civility) report was a lot of words and
nice, but [we had] to do something to
reduce the possibility of alcohol abuse on
campus. I’m not sorry about that.”
Shanley also recognized that sentiments
may be different between upperclassmen
and incoming freshmen.
“The hardest thing about this is for the
students who were returning,” said
Shanley. “For the freshmen it just repre
sents the rules of the game from the get-go.
For [upperclassmen], it’s a change in mid
stream of what you’re used to and what
you feel like you’re entitled to do on cam
pus. I understand and have some sympathy
for the returning students who feel like
[we’ve] changed the rules of the game at
Providence College and that’s going to
make people angry, but I think the problem
is so severe that it’s worth the grief that
we’re going to get.
Ideally you should have had a warning
of what was coming and had a chance to
comment on it and give us some feedback
and then we would act accordingly, but the
problem was too urgent to not have some
thing in place when you came back. I don’t
think that we did this in the best manner,
and if we could have done it all over again,
it would have happened [last] spring.”
The Office of Student Affairs was
charged with looking for rules that would
invoke a long-term campus culture change,
especially in terms of alcohol abuse.
Taking into account the research of the
4Cs, as well as outside sources, (including
advice from George Parks, an expert from
the Center of Addiction Studies at the
University of Washington), Vice President
of Student Affairs Rev. Brendan Murphy,
O.P., Fortunato, Dean of Student Conduct
Kevin Butler, and Dean of Residence Life
Steven Sears changed the policies of the
handbook to best reflect their findings.
While Shanley was aware of the basic
alterations to the policies, he was not
involved in the details of the rules or the
way in which they were communicated.
“Ultimately Father Murphy is respon
sible for this,” he said. “Father Murphy
is the one that has ultimately coordinat
ed this whole thing. I think that if stu
dents were really paying attention last
year, the 4Cs were talking about restrict
ing alcohol on campus, so that shouldn’t
come as a surprise to anybody. The
question is: how do you do that? The
principle to me is unquestionable that
we needed to do something to restrict
the availability of alcohol. They knew
they were going to restrict hard alcohol.
My understanding is that the details did
n’t get worked out until the end of the
summer. The principle of no hard liquor
was agreed upon early on. That was
communicated to the students who were
coming in as they were going through
[orientation].”
Murphy could not be reached for comment
regarding the changes or their timing.
“We didn’t have a committee,” said
Butler. “There were those of us who were
researching—it wasn’t like eight people
were gathered and everyone had assign
ments. It was Dean Fortunato - he was
running things by the vice president [and],
having conversations with me. I openly
regret that the timeline was what it was.
Maybe it would have been better if we’d
said, from a student’s point of view, now
that we’ve done all this research, we will
have students come in and we’ll talk about
what we’ve done. That would have meant
realistically another year of trying to roll
these new programs out and I just don’t
think we could afford to do that.”
With the formation of the 4Cs commit
tee in 2007, it was clear that the adminis
tration was looking to alter the campus cul
ture in regards to alcohol. Early in the
2007-08 school year, students were noti
fied by Father Shanley via e-mail that the
revised report of the 4Cs committee, com
plete with feedback, was being used to
immediately implement changes, while
others would be “phased in over time.”
While there was no reference to the imme
diate changes as opposed to the changes
that would occur in the future, the e-mail
did provide a link to the report. It also

encouraged students to read the report in
the hopes that it would spark discussion.
No other mass e-mails to the student body
were sent regarding actual changes to the
handbook until the one written by
Fortunato that students received on the
afternoon of Aug. 29, 2008.
The student body did, however,
recieve an email on March 10, 2008,
regarding the “strategic plan” for the
College’s future. Entitled “Providence
College 2012 Strategic Plan: Pursuing
Truth.
Achieving
Excellence.
Transforming Lives. January 2008
Draft,” the plan contains four pillars, the
third of which focuses on refashioning
campus culture. On page eight of the
report, before the details of the pillars
are outlined, the “Vision Statement: A
Description of Providence College in
2012” states that, “Through its code of
conduct and comprehensive policies and
programs on a range of social issues, the
campus has come to honor the dignity of
each individual. Moreover, there is con
crete evidence that students have
become wiser decision-makers and par
ticipate more fully in a shared sense of
community.” Later in the report, objec
tive 3.2 goes on to address the issue of
student abuse of alcohol by implement
ing the recommendations of the 4Cs. In
this report, however, the recommenda
tions themselves are not mentioned.
Butler noted that the changes to the
alcohol policies had been discussed since
the beginning of his time at PC and felt
that students were aware that changes were
on the horizon.
“I think there was so much work that
was done and so many hours put into it and
it’s regrettable that there wasn’t more stu
dent involvement,” said Butler. “I think a
big part of it is students (the ones that I
talked to) had a pretty good understanding
that changes were coming. I firmly believe
that. We had 1,100 incidents involving
alcohol last year. We had to make this deci
sion and it was tearing us apart for it to
take so long for it to come to fruition. I
would argue that it wasn’t four months, but
a topic of conversation after my first
semester here. It just was not good timing.
We understand that and I think with the
forums that we had, Dean Fortunato
spelled that out. I will not apologize that
we had to make these decisions for the
safety of our students.”
“You could argue that it’s better to tell
you everything at once than to bleed
details going through,” Shanley said. “The
only way we could have told you over the
summer was by e-mailing you or sending
you a letter. We would have had to send
you an e-mail or letter saying, ‘stay tuned,
there’s more to come,’ and students would
have reacted accordingly and they would
be demanding, ‘what else are you going to
do to us?’ Rather than have this come out
in phases, the decision was made that
when we had the whole thing in place, we
were going to tell [students] that the whole
thing was in place.”
Both Shanley and Butler made it clear
that these new policies will be assessed
over time.
“Nothing we’ve done is eternal,” said
Shanley. “One of the things in something
like this is assessment. How do we know
these policies are working? We have to
come up with clear measurements that stu
dents understand as well as we do about
our policies helping us or not. Whatever
we do going forward we will do with bet
ter vetting of student opinion than we did
this time, I can say that.”
“There probably won’t be any (changes)
right now, but the new implementations of
this year are a direct response to the men
tality of alcohol, the use and abuse of alco
hol on our campus and the desired result is
a culture shift, which doesn’t happen
overnight,” said Butler. “After we assess
and evaluate the program, if there’s some
thing that needs to be changed, we will be
open to that. We’re looking to a long-term
solution to a long-time problem.”
The disconnect in student notifica
tion in terms of incoming versus
returning students has prompted some
students to look into the process of
revision. A lack of significant student
input over the summer months has
been a concern to many members of
Student Congress. In a statement to the
student body, Congress President Liz

Wolf details the steps that this year’s
Congress plans to take to ensure a level
of student involvement in similar deci
sion-making processes in the future,
(see page 5).
Fortunato felt that Student Congress
will be an important resource in any
future changes, but also that it must
accurately represent the student body
as a whole.
“I think it’s so important for Student
Congress to be representative of the student
body, but I think it’s really important that it
[not be] a limited representation of a small
number of students,” he said. “I’m not saying
it is. That’s one of the challenges I think
Congress faces and I challenge Congress to
continue to make sure they do that. I appreci
ate their feedback. They have a difficult job to
do. I think this could be a relevant time for
Congress and all of us to sit down and talk
about where we’re headed from here.”
Butler has also spoken with students
who have thanked him and the Office of
Student Affairs for the new policies.

“I’ve had some serious conversations
with some students who absolutely appre
ciated the steps that we’re trying to take
and I think that’s one thing that gets lost in
some of the dialogue with students who are
unhappy,” said Butler. There’s a significant
amount of students who feel like their
voices haven’t been heard but there are a
number of students who have said we
[have] an issue and we understand that
changes needed to be made and we need to
live by the rules.”
Butler was also confident that the
changes made to the handbook by Student
Affairs, despite stimulating concerns of
student involvement, are among the best
ways to ensure campus safety.
“I know that trust is a huge issue, but
I think one thing students need to know
is that the college put their faith in us to
do best by our students and we felt like
this is one of the ways we can do that is
to try to improve the culture of
Providence College in regards to alcohol
use and misuse on our campus.”

Congress: Discusses New Policies
continued from page 4
some positive stuff has happened with
respect to getting space for folks to do stuff
with, like Concannon Fitness Center,” said
Shanley. “This building [Slavin Center],
and I’ve said this in this forum before, I
would love to just blow it up and build
another one, but I can’t. So instead we’re
going to figure out how to make this build
ing bigger and more student friendly. And
that’s what we’re working on right now.”
Shanley took responsibility for the alco
hol policy, the transportation report, and
renovations to Slavin, being behind sched
ule. The alcohol policy was originally
scheduled to be completed and implement
ed last spring. The transportation report
was to be completed six months ago. He
was apologetic in saying that he was sup
posed to head all of those things and they
have not all been completed as of yet.
“I agree with you that you can’t just
restrict,” said Shanley. “You also have to
provide alternatives.”
Many students also had questions
regarding the City of Providence Police
Department and its connection with PC.

Shanley said that PC does pay for an extra
detail to patrol streets around the College
on weekends, however they are not hired
by the College to enforce the alcohol poli
cies or to get students in trouble. He did
say that he would investigate any unpro
fessionalism students may have experi
enced with city police officers.
Other questions aside from the alcohol
policy concerned PC’s standing in the
Weekly and World Report. PC’s remained
at 85 but Loyola College moved ahead of
PC to 86. Shanley said that he did not con
sidered the Weekly and World Report,
although far reaching, to be the best judg
ment of a college or university, and that he
believes PC to be on par with its major
competitors like Villanova University.
“If you look at the rankings we’re going
to beat Loyola in just about everything that
I think that matters,” said Shanley.
PC and its competing schools are equal
in almost every area except one: financial
spending.
“What we think is the case is that we
don’t report what we spend on athletics as
money spent on students,” said Shanley.

Important Upcoming Events
for Student Congress
Tuesday, September 16th: Father Shanley
will be at the Congress meeting, and will
answer questions on the alcohol policy

Wednesday, September 17th: Congress
Connect is released
Thursday, September 18th: Clubs and
Organizations Fair-Student Congress mem
bers gather information from various clubs
and organizations, as well as students
attending.

Monday, September 22nd: Dinnertime sur
vey- Student Congress members will survey
students in Ray and Slavin during dinner.
Tuesday, September 23rd: Congress meeting
with Student Affairs

Monday, September 29th: Alcohol Policy
Open Forum
Tuesday, October 7th: Legislation on Alcohol
Policy
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CAMPUS MINISRTY CORNER
St. Dominic Chapel

experience the world

Mass Times: Mon - Friday @ 11:35am, 4:30pm, 9:00pm
[no 9pm Fri]
Saturday @ 4:30pm [vigil]
Sunday @ 4:30pm, 7:00pm and 10:30pm
Confession: Weds @ 3:30 - 4:30pm and 8:00-9:00pm

SAVE THE DATES!
Campus Ministry Open House
Connections I Retreat
Day of Connections Retreat (CM Center)
Just Lunch [discussions on social justice issues]
Prayer.and Praise
.
Taize Prayer Service
Theology on Tap

9/8
9/19-21
9/27
9/23; 10/29: 11/20
9/23, every Tuesday
9/25, every Thursday
9/25, 10/16, 11/13

Campus Ministry invites any PC student to get involved!
Stop in at the Campus Ministry Center to get contact information!

McPhail's Events
Thurs 9/18: Soul Explosion!! PC Student Bond!
Vou loved them last year!! Come check them out
again in McPhail’s!! Full bar w/ ID @ 8:00pm.

Fri 9/191 The Brink UVE!!
Get here early for their first show of the semester!! Great
cover band! Band goes on at 9:00pm. Full bar wl ID @ 4:30pm.

Safe 9/201 Pete Francis LIVE! Lead Singer of Dispatch!!
Don’t miss this show!! He will only be here for one night!! Get here
early!! Full bar with proper ID @ 8:00pm. Pete Frands goes on at 9:00

Attention all Prospective study Abroad Students!

Habitat for
Humanity

Join us at the upcoming Study Abroad fairs sponsored by the School of Business,
the Department of Modern Languages, and the Centerfor International Studies

School of Business Study Abroad Fair
Spring Break Applications
are available in the
Chapel Basement

Due: October

2008

For Majors and Minors
September 29?\ 6:00-8:00 PM in Slavin *64 Hall
Representatives from program providers in attendance include:

AIFS Alliance for Global Education Arcadia University Boston University CIEE
IES Internship Francophone Europe IFSA-Butler Reims Management School

Danish Institute for Study Abroad
ESC-Bretagne Business School

Modern Languages Department Study Abroad Fair
For Majors and Minors
September 30th 11 AM-1 PM Slavin ‘64 Hall
Representatives front program providers in attendance include:

Antioch Education Abroad Arcadia University CET Academic Programs
CIEE Columbia University
Fairfield University Heidelberg College Hamilton College
II S
IFSA-Butlcr
Middlebury College
Program For Mexican Culture and Society Rutgers Unisersity Sarah Lawrence College Sweet Briar Trinity College

WORLD

September 18, 2008

Page 8

Pakistan’s President-Elect: A Leader in Reform
Brett Corrigan ’09
Asst. World Editor

by

Middle East: Pakistan
President Asif Ali
Zardari boasted the support of an
overwhelming majority in his Sept. 6
election into office.
Zardari is no stranger to the politics
of Pakistan, as he has served as a twotime member of Pakistan’s national
assembly, as national senator from
1997 to 1999 and as Co-Chairman of
the Pakistan People's Party. He was
also married to the late two-term
Chairperson of the Party, Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, who was
assassinated on Dec. 2, 2007, during
her second term in office as Pakistan’s
Prime Minister.
Within Pakistan, however, Zar
dari’s more liberal policies have
brought him toe-to-toe with anti
democratic extremist forces prior to
his election. These groups are not
expected to dissipate. Zardari spent
eleven and a half years imprisoned as
a result of his democratic-leaning
tendencies without ever being found
guilty of any charges placed against
him. He also won his first election to
the senate while in prison and
remained stalwart in his commitment
to his party rather than accepting an
offer to flee the country.
Zardari’s seemingly unprecedent
ed support throughout both the pop
ulus and the elites comes after sup
port for his predecessor, Pervez
Musharraf, began to wane. Mushar
raf came to power on Oct. 12, 1999,
through a military coup and estab
lished a military-led government
with the intention of restructuring
Pakistan’s political and electoral
systems. Musharraf was sworn in as
President in June 2001.
On Oct. 6, 2007, Musharraf was
again elected as president for a 5year term, yet by November the
validity of his reelection was being
questioned. Reelections in March
2008 found Zardari’s party victori
ous, but it wasn’t until August that
Musharraf finally stepped down fac
ing imminent impeachment.
The president-elect will now retain
the executive office of Pakistan’s par
liamentary democracy, which also con
sists of Prime Minister Syed Yousaf
Raza Gillian; the Supreme Court; and a
bicameral parliament, divided into a
100-seat Senate and a 342-seat
National Assembly.

P

akistani

Zardari's penchant for increasingly
liberal policies and reforms has also
brought him attention on an internation
al scale. The 53-year-old president has
a resume which includes an expansion
of media freedoms and enhancement of
telecommunications, including the
opening of Pakistan to foreign direct
investment and the introduction of
mobile telephone services.
Due to the country’s limited oil
supply, Zardari worked to promote
alternative power generation during
his tenure as senator in the early
1990s, an initiative other countries
are just now beginning to examine.
As a result, Pakistan is now consid
ered a frontrunner for substantial
hydropower, potential according to
the U.S. Department of State.

"------------------------------------

This good
relationship with
the Pakistani
leadership will be
something that
the next President
will be able to
pick up
on and move
forward with.
A spokesperson for
President George W. Bush
on the election of Zardari.
------------------------------------ "
Zardari, who earned a business
degree in London, is known as a father
of the Iran-Pakistan natural gas
pipeline project. He was also a sup
porter of introducing DM radio in the
private sector of Pakistan in the years
eading up to his presidency.
These initiatives have sparked
hope internationally for an increas
ingly cooperative and open Pakistan
both economically and politically.
These hopes are shared by the
United States, as President Bush has
recently alluded to the possibility of
crossing into Afghanistan to search
for members of Al Qaeda. The U.S.
also maintains the highest trade
report with Pakistan, making up 21
percent of the country’s exports.

President-elect Asif Ali Zardari won Pakistan’s presidential elections last week
by an overwhelming majority.

In a Sept. 8 White House Press
briefing, a spokeswoman for Presi
dent George W. Bush acknowledged
Zardari as the newly elected presi
dent, saying Bush “believes that hav
ing established this good relationship
with the Pakistani leadership will be
something that the next President
will be able to pick up on and move

forward with, because that’s going
to be very important. A seamles
transition between our change o
power is going to be important. .
whichever candidate wins will real
ize how important it is that we keep
a strong relationship with Pakistan
and other allies to continue to go
after extremists.”

Should the new Pakistani President open
Pakistan's borders to the US. war on terror?
”I feel like we
should take care of
what’s going on in
other countries
first. We should
take care of one
thing at a time and
take care of
our troops."
Leslie Allen '11

Compiled By Brett Corrigan ‘09

Shannon Johnson and
Helene Hosinski '09

"In issues of national
security, it's a twoway street. It would
be better if he could
cooperate now to
avoid larger conflict in
the future. But to
have Musharraf out is
a big step and
Pakistan has the right
to do what it needs
to do. It is important
to facilitate a working
relationship."
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The Americas

Europe

United States: Crisis of Financial Markets Unfolds
Ailing United States financial institutions
Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc, Merrill Lynch, and
American International Group (AIG) sent shock
waves through the markets of the world this week,
leading to the biggest shake-up of the financial insti
tutions since the Great Depression.
On Monday, Sept. 15, Lehman Brothers filed for
bankruptcy, Merril Lynch agreed to be sold to Bank
of America for about $50 billion, and AIG was
struggling to survive. Wall Street had its worst day
since the Sept. 11 attacks as fears about market sta
bility surged through the stock indexes.
The federal government refused to put up any cash
for Lehman after backstopping Bear Stems, Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac, but readied a deal Tuesday,
Sept. 16, to to take a nearly 80 percent stake in AIG in
exchange for an $85 billion loan. The deal did little to
assuage investors fears, and as of this writing on
Wednesday, Sept. 17, shares of two more major Wall
Street investment firms, Morgan Stanley and Goldman
Sachs, were plummeting.

Ukraine: Ruling Coalition Collapses
Ukraine’s ruling pro-Western coalition has offi
cially collapsed, the speaker of the Ukrainian par
liament said Tuesday, Sept. 16.
The president’s bloc, Our Ukraine, left the rul
ing coalition earlier in September. Parliament
now has a month to try to form a new coalition.
If those efforts fail, President Yushchenko
warned, he “will use [his] right to dissolve par
liament and decree early elections,” according to
the BBC.
On the other hand, Ukraine’s prime minister,
Yulia Tymoshenko, “declares that there is no
alternative to the democratic coalition,” her party
said on its Web site. Blaming Yushchenko for the
chaos, she vowed that the Ukrainian cabinet
would continue its work.
Separately, the EU promised to sign an “associ
ation agreement” With Ukraine at a European
Union Summit in Paris on Sept. 9. Unlike similar
agreements with some of its Balkan neighbors,
however, Ukraine’s agreement offers no implica
tion of eventual EU membership.

For more details and analysis of the current
financial situation in the U.S. and the world,
please see next week’s “Friar Finance. ”
United States: Rhode Island Hosts Cancer Walk
In Providence on Sunday it was pouring rain, but
that didn’t stop Donna Ricci and her family and
friends from participating in the five-kilometer
walk in Roger Williams Park to increase awareness
about early testing for ovarian cancer. Despite the
lousy weather, almost all the 271 people who
signed up for the walk showed up, along with 278
others who just came to help support the Rhode
Island chapter of the National Ovarian Cancer
Coalition. They raised about $75,000.
Donna Ricci, who organized the walk, said, “It was
pouring as it ended and people stayed while we did raf
fles and they bought baked goods,” according to The
Providence Journal. The walkers included 25 ovarian
cancer survivors.
Ovarian cancer is the fifth-leading cause of death
among women ages 35 to 78. One woman in 58 will
develop the disease.

Russia and Asia
India: New Delhi Bombs Kill 21
On Saturday, September 13, five bombs killed 21
people in India’s capital as a result of the rise of
homegrown terrorists. A group, the Indian
Mujahideen, sent a 13-page email to media outlets
claiming responsibility for the New Delhi bombs,
which went off in popular shopping centers. About
100 people were injured as police and government
officials say the group appears to be a front for the
Students Islamic Movement of India. This group
was founded as a student charity 30 years ago and
has unfortunately turned into a principal terrorist
organization.
According to experts and police, the SIMI has
been responsible for the majority of 1,193 deaths
attributed to Islamic terrorism in India since the
September 11, 2001, attacks. Police across India
have filed hundreds of cases alleging SIMI's involve
ment in crimes in the past seven years, but authori
ties have secured only a tiny number of convictions.
China: Toxic Milk Outbreak Sickens Thousands
Chinese officials said on Wednesday, Sept. 17,
that at least three infants had died after drinking
contaminated milk, and the number of sick infants
had increased to thousands.
The number of children who have fallen ill after
drinking powdered milk laced with the nitrogen-rich
industrial chemical melamine, has risen to 6,244,
Health Minister Chen Zhu said in a news conference.
The scandal has triggered a recall of exports, a sack
ing of officials, and even the arrest of one company
executive. Four suppliers have been arrested so far
for selling the laced milk to Sanlu, China’s biggest
baby milk powder maker.
“China’s dairy industry has been pushed to the
brink of outright crisis,” said Li Zhiqi, a Beijing
based consultant to many dairy companies.
According to a government probe, 109 dairy
producers checked made batches of products con
taminated with melamine, which is banned from
use in foods.
Melamine, used to measure protein, can be used
to disguise diluted milk. It can cause kidney
stones and several other organ problems.

by Jenny Arvanaghi ’10,
Mary Kate Nevin ’09 and
Kieran Whelan ’09

Middle East
Iran: United Nations Criticizes
Nuclear Program
The United Nations’ nuclear watchdog,
the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), has recently reported that it had
failed to make any significant progress in
assessing Iran’s past nuclear activities.
“Regrettably the agency has not been
able to make any substantial progress on
the alleged studies and other associated key
remaining issues which remain of serious
concern,” the report said.
According to the UN, Iran has continued
to enrich uranium in defiance of a UN
Security Council resolution. Iran has said
that its nuclear program is for civilian
atomic energy use; however, many Western
nations have accused Iran of trying to
develop a nuclear weapon. The IAEA has
reported that Iran has failed to cooperate
with recent investigations, and that it also
continues to install new cascades of cen
trifuges to enrich uranium. Unless it
changes its actions, the U.S. has said that
Iran could face further sanctions.
“The Iranian regime’s continued defi
ance only further isolates the Iranian peo
ple,” says White House spokesman Gordon
Johndroe. “Iran will face further imple
mentation of existing United Nations
Security Council sanctions and the possi
bility of new sanctions.”
The IAEA’s board of governors will
meet next week to discuss the reports.

South Pacific
New Zealand: Credit Crisis Will Indeed
Hit New Zealand, Central Bank Warns
Probably one of the greatest mistakes one
can make in analyzing the current global
market is to think that these problems will
not have an impact on New Zealand.
According to several Bank of New Zealand
(BNZ) economists, New Zealand will cer
tainly be affected by the latest problems
surrounding U.S. financial markets.
“As a commodity-exporting nation, New
Zealand’s economic well-being is highly
leveraged to global growth and, because of
its large current-account deficit, New
Zealand is also dependent on onshore fund
ing,” said BNZ economists.
Because most banks are now much more
likely to control spending, BNZ has urged
companies to accept any good loan deals.
Also, those providing funds to banks
through various capital markets are more
likely to demand greater margins and distin
guish more between different issuers when
setting prices.
“As bank funding margins continue to
widen, this will likely affect the borrowing
costs of corporates,” BNZ said.
As a result of U.S. economic turmoil, glob
al financial markets have become extremely
unstable, and it is suspected that they will
remain this way for an extended period of
time. An aggressive easing of Reserve Bank
interest rate policy is now very likely, and the
chances that the New Zealand dollar will fall
faster and farther are now much greater.

European Union: Cuba ‘Accepts Dialogue ’
With EU
Cuba has conditionally agreed to resume for
mal political dialogue with the European Union.
The offer was made by the EU earlier this sum
mer when it lifted its sanctions on the Communist
state. It had been seeking to re-establish full
diplomatic relations with Havana ever since Fidel
Castro ceded power to his brother, Raul.
At the time, the EU’s External Relations
Commissioner, Benita Ferrero-Waldner, said the
27-nation bloc wanted to promote change in Cuba.
Cuba’s response came in a letter sent earlier this
month to the EU headquarters in Brussels,
Reuters reported.
Its foreign ministry said it would accept the
proposal “once the foundations and bases are
established by joint agreement.”

Africa
Angola: Historic Elections Finally Held
The ruling Popular Movement for the
Liberation of Angola (MPLA) won the country’s
first multi-party general election for 16 years,
getting 81.64% of votes cast to 10.39% for the
main opposition party, the National Union for the
Total Independence of Angola (UNITA).
MPLA, which has been in power since
Angola’s independence from Portugal in 1975,
won 191 of the 220 seats in parliament.
Angola’s history since its independence has
been dominated by a 27-year civil war. Ending in
2002, the war destoyed much of Angola’s infra
structure and killed half a million people.
“The stigma of war, which had been tied to the
elections, is finally banished,” Caetano de Sousa,
president of the National Electoral Commission,
told a news conference in Luanda, Angola’s cap
ital. “We are turning the page of uncertainty.”
The election for many served as a hopeful
indication of a democratic future. Though the
head of an obervation mission from the
European Union stopped short of calling the
elections free and fair, he said it was certainly
“an advance for democracy.”
Zimbabwe: Rivals Sign Power-Sharing Deal
Zimbabwe’s president, Robert Mugabe, signed a
landmark power-sharing agreement with his opposi
tion rival Morgan Tsvangirai on Monday, Sept. 15.
This is the first time in nearly three decades of rule
that Mugabe has relinquished some of his powers.
The deal is the culmination of weeks of tense
negotiations following a widely condemned presi
dential election in June. Mugabe ran uncontensted
only after Tsvangirai withdrew from the race, citing
the violent indimidation tactics of Mugabe’s ZanuPF party. Under the new agreement, Tsvangirai will
become prime minister.
“This agreement sees the return of hope to all
our lives. It is this hope that provides the founda
tion of this agreement that we sign today, that
will provide us with the belief that we can
achieve a new Zimbabwe,” Tsvangirai said after
the signing ceremony.
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Detroit’s Mayor Sentenced to Jail,
Steps Down from Office
bers of his inner circle. Kilpatrick told
Wayne County Circuit Judge David
World Staff
Groner: “I lied under oath in the case of
Gary Brown and Harold Nelthrope ver
Americas: United States
sus the city of Detroit... I did so with
■
the intent to mislead the court and jury,
to impede and obstruct the disposition
S THE YOUNGEST EVER ELECTED
mayor of Detroit, Kwame of justice.”
Kilpatrick has been accused of mar Kilpatrick agreed not to run for
ital infidelity, conspiracy, perjury, public office during his probation,
and murder. The Detroit mayor to pay $1 million in restitution, and
resigned from office this past week to forfeit any future pension. He
and addressed the city proclaiming, pled guilty Thursday to charges
“Sometimes standing strong means from the sex scandal and submitted
stepping down, but Detroit, you his resignation to the governor,
which will be effective in two
have set me up for a comeback.’
According to CNN, Kilpatrick was weeks. Although Kilpatrick admit
accused of blocking a criminal inves ted to having an affair, he told the
tigation into his office and firing a crowd his marriage is better than it
police deputy to cover up an extra has ever been and kissed his wife to
marital affair and other possibly illic end his speech. This moment led the
it activities. The alleged affair crowd to give him a wave of thun
occurred with a past high school derous applause.
During the speech, Kilpatrick also
friend who eventually was appointed
attacked city officials and Michigan’s
Kilpatrick’s chief of staff.
Things started to get heated after governor, telling them to continue to
Deputy Gary Brown lost his job. work for the people of Detroit as hard
Mayoral bodyguard Officer Harold as they did to get him out of office.
Nelthrop decided to leave his job His
mother,
Carolyn
Cheeks
voluntarily when the atmosphere Kilpatrick, a United States House of
became too tense, said his attorney Representatives member, issued a
in the whistle-blower suit. Walt statement which said, “While my
Harris, another former mayoral heart is heavy, I support Mayor
bodyguard, filed his own whistle Kilpatrick’s decision to do what he
blower suit, claiming he was pun believes is best for his family, our
ished for backing Nelthrope's family, and the citizens of Detroit.”
reports of wrongdoing by Kil
“The city is much better shape than
the city I received seven years ago,”
patrick and his bodyguards.
The mayor was charged with said Kilpatrick. “We in Detroit have
eight felony counts ranging from done amazing things together.”
conspiracy and perjury to miscon Kilpatrick explained he decided to
duct in office. He was also charged step down so the city could continue
with obstruction of justice after The to move forward. In two weeks he will
Detroit Free Press revealed in be replaced by City Council President
January that Kilpatrick lied on the Ken Cockrel, Jr., who vowed
witness stand during the police Thursday to make the transition "as
whistle-blower trial. The misleading seamless as possible."
testimony
took
place
when
According to Wayne County
Kilpatrick was questioned as to Prosecutor Kym Worthy, Kwame
whether he intended to cover up his Kilpatrick will serve four months in
own offenses by firing a deputy the Wayne County Jail under a plea,
police chief, who was investigating starting Oct. 28. He will serve the rest
allegations of wrongdoing by mem of his five-year sentence on probation.
by

Lorraine Dalton ’11
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Oddly Enough
by Jenny Arvanaghi ’10

World Staff
n
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Asian Elephant that became

addicted to heroin because of illegal
traders will return home after a threeReuters
year rehabilitation program.
Xiguang became addicted to the nar
made continuous trumpeting noises.
The elephant was sent to a wild ani
cotic after being captured by smugglers
mal protection center in China's tropical
along the Chinese-Myanmar border in
Hainan Island, and he has fully recov
March 2005. The traders fed the ele
ered. The animal was recently trans
phant bananas laced with heroin as bait
ported 930 miles across southern China
to pacify the creature, according to
to Kunming, the capital of Yunnan
Chinese officials.
province. Asian elephants are endan
Xiguang was found two months later
gered species with only about 30,000
along with six other captured elephants
left in wildlife, according to the World
in China and was suffering from with
Wildlife Fund.
drawal; His eyes kept streaming and he

“The main*
stream media's
superego
disappeared
faster than Dan
Quayle at a
spelling bee.”
-DAVID PERIL, editor of The National Enquirer, referring to the media's
reaction to the pregnancy of Republican vice-presidential nominee
Sarah Palin’s teenage daughter. Perel called this year's campaign cov
erage "the greatest tabloid presidential election in modern times."

Venezuela-U.S. Diplomatic
Relations Take a Turn for the Worse

Spotlight

can be little doubt that the recent fall in oil
were made against the United States
prices, which are approaching a fiveby Venezuela and its ally Bolivia.
month low, has been very detrimental to
Both of these governments are claim
Venezuela’s economic position as a promi
N AN ALREADY CONTENTIOUS POLITICAL
ing that the U.S. is inciting seditious
nent member of OPEC and one of the
climate, focus is being now shifted internal movements.
towards Latin America as the country of “The U.S. is behind the plan against
world’s top oil producers. Petroleum sales
Venezuela assumes an increasingly more Bolivia,
in Venezuela account for one-third of the
behind the terrorism,"
hostile stance against the United States. Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez
country’s GDP, a large portion of which is
One of the most recent developments to bluntly said at a recent political rally,
tied into funding Chavez’s “Bolivarian
Revolution” social programs, programs of
come from this diplomatic low point is according to Bloomberg.com. “We’re
dubious success that constitute a central
the accusation by the United States that committed to being free. Enough crap
part of Chavez’s platform.
key members of the Venezuelan govern from you, Yankees.
ment were actually providing aid in the
drug-trading activities of neighboring
Colombia, an accusation that was backed
by formal sanctions last Friday. With the
announcement of these charges shortly
following a long line of even more bla
tant gestures of ill will between both
countries, however, the overall picture of
this standoff is rooted in a complexity far
deeper than simple drug trafficking.
According to the U.S. Treasury
Department, the U.S. allegations are
substantiated by information taken
from a laptop seized from a
Colombian rebel camp this year. Data
from the computer implicated two top
Venezuelan intelligence chiefs as well
as an ex-interior minister in activities
of “material assistance” to the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of
AP
Columbia (FARC), an organization
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez and former Russian President Vladimir
known to use profits generated by
Putin, shown here at a meeting last year, could engage in naval
the drug trade to fuel its organized
exercises together in the Caribbean.
resistance against the Colombian
The U.S. State Department, in turn,
Indeed, one central function of these
government. From Washington’s per
programs was to reduce Venezuela’s
spective, therefore, this effectively gave little in the way of response or cre
once skyrocketing rates of unemploy
amounts to aiding in terrorist activi dence to these accusations. According to
ment. Even though these programs
ty, since FARC is a recognized ter Sean McCormick, the State Department
resulted in a 10 percent decrease in
rorist organization and Colombia is a spokesman, such talk was “baseless” and
merely “reflects the weakness and des
unemployment from 2003 to 2006, they
recognized U.S. ally.
Yet such allegations are more likely peration of these leaders as they face
were nonetheless sharply criticized by
The Economist in 2006, as critics
to cause deja-vu to observers than sur internal challenges.”
Regardless of the extent to which these
claimed that the expanded payroll for
prise or concern, for these sanctions
newly established public jobs would no
came shortly after similar charges problems actually impact Chavez, there
by

Christopher Mitchell ’09
World Staff

I

World

longer be sustainable following a drop
in oil prices. As Business Standard
had recently noted, such dependency
is reflected in Venezuela being one of
only two OPEC-member nations (Iran
being the other) to ardently prevent oil
prices from falling below $100 per
barrel, despite ubiquitous falling
demand for oil resulting from several
failing markets. Regardless of such
dependency, however, Chavez still
used Venezuela's position as an oil
exporter as leverage, threatening to
cut off oil supplies to the U.S. in
response to its recent sanctions, which
he claims will result in crude oil
prices as high as $200 per barrel.
Yet Chavez has also found another
strategy in jockeying for power—collu
sion with Russia. Thus it was no coin
cidence that Russia had decided to send
two Tupolev-160 strategic bombers to
Venezuela on Sept. 10 for future “test
runs” in the Caribbean.
The Russian government remained
restrained about the incident, claiming
that plans for such test runs had already
been made and that they had nothing to
do with the current events unfolding,
President Chavez, on the other hand,
was more vocal about its implications.,
“Yankee hegemony is finished,”
Chavez was said to declare after the
arrival of the jets, according to The Wall
Street Journal. Yet despite their differ
ence in boastfulness, the value of this
Missile Crisis Redux to the Russians is
mostly symbolic in nature as well. After
consistently protesting the actions of
the United States in expanding NATO
in preparation for an extensive “missile
shield" amidst Russia’s doorstep, this
seems to be Vladimir Putin’s way of
reminding the world that its sphere of
influence extends over to this hemi
sphere as well.
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The Key to
Peace is
Education

The Great Alcohol Debate: 18 or 21?
As 100 college presidents sign the initiative to lower the drinking age, counter arguments fall short
by Andrew

Sparks ’09

Commentary Staff

In light of the increased drinking regu
lations here on the Providence College
by Jackie Kramer ’10
campus, it is interesting to note the
Commentary Editor
increased debate concerning the national
drinking age. A group
INTERNATIONAL
NATIONAL called Choose Responsibly
has started a project called
the Amethyst Initiative
I recently read the book Three Cups of
Tea by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver which debates the 21 year-old drinking
Relin. It is a true account of Mortenson’s age. So far 100 university and college
attempt to promote peace in the Middle East presidents have signed on in support of
through education. He has been building the initiative.
As a result of the initiative, national
schools, bridges, women’s centers, and
clean water initiatives in Pakistan and organizations such as MADD and
Adolescent Substance Abuse Prevention
Afghanistan since 1995.
Mortenson’s argument is as follows: By Coalitions are mobilizing to counteract
promoting the education of the poor vil this movement and preserve the current
lagers in the northern regions of Pakistan age. Michelle Hamilton, a coordinator of a
and the war-tom regions of Afghanistan, local coalition in Connecticut, wrote an
especially the education of girls, the people article in The New London Day summariz
there can rise out of poverty and helpless ing the arguments against lowering the
ness. Since their governments and foreign drinking age.
Hamilton immediately dismisses the
aid often overlook these marginalized peo
ple, they rely heavily on any aid they can typical arguments in favor of lowering the
get—some of which comes from the drinking age, such as “If one can fight for
Taliban. It may seem idealistic, but to me, his country, why not be able to drink a
Mortenson’s views make sense. He has been beer?” and “If we could make drinking
building secular schools for over a decade, alcohol less of a ‘rite of passage,’ maybe
but began to see the emergence of Wahhabi kids would drink less.” The issue,
madrassas religious schools which promote Hamilton claims, is much more complex
extremism, in the late 90s. When poor vil than that, and it is imperative that the
lagers are given the opportunity to go to drinking age stay as is for several reasons.
these schools, they are taught a rigid and Developmental concerns are central to the
violent religious curriculum rather than the issue, according to Hamilton, who cites
lessons they would need to reach higher lev many scientific studies. For example, she
els of education. Mortenson says, “I don’t claims that an adolescent’s brain “is not
want to give the impressions that all fully developed until the early to midWahhabi are bad. Many of their schools and 20s,” and “Youth who begin drinking
mosques are doing good work to help before the age of 15 are four times more
Pakistan’s poor. But some of them seem to
exist only to teach militant jihad.”
So by allocating more funding for the edu
cation and reconstruction of countries in the
Middle East, I believe we can accomplish
more than any military occupation could.
by Andy Kowal ’10
Have you ever seen Charlie Wilson’s War?
Commentary Staff
Biography.com says the charismatic
Congressman from Texas is famous for
CAMPUS
“Decid[ing] to use his seat [Defense
Appropriations subcommittee, a group of 12
men in the House responsible for funding
I am guessing that most of you are like
CIA operations] through a series of back me in that at the beginning of summer you
room deals, to secretly steer billions of dol were so excited just to have a break, and
lars to the Afghan rebels, known as the muja- then about three weeks in you started to
hedeen,” during the Soviet War in miss Providence College. Well, now we are
Afghanistan. The Soviets were expelled back and you are all excited to see your
from Afghanistan in 1989, thanks to Charlie friends, start most of your classes, and dive
Wilson and his war appropriations. However, back into everything you were looking for
as portrayed in a scene in the movie, when ward to all summer. There is probably one
Wilson returns to Congress to ask for money thing, however, that you forgot existed at
to be spent on the education of Afghani citi PC, and is now suddenly triggered back
zens and reconstruction of infrastructure in into your memory: The “awkward hi.” You
the country, he is laughed at; his request is all know what I am talking about; you are
shut down. The mujahedeen, with no support walking up the hill going to Slavin and then
or money, did not form an organized govern suddenly that guy that you talked to fresh
ment after the Soviet war in Afghanistan, and man year in bio class, but have not talked to
after years of civil war, an armed movement since, is coming the other way and you
formed to control Afghanistan: The Taliban. have to decide whether he deserves a sim
This new regime in the country had alliances ple “hi,” a stop and chat, a polite head nod,
with al-Qaeda and provided a safe-haven for or a blatant cold shoulder. He starts to get
the movement and its supporters. Imagine if closer and all of the sudden you have a
we had not provided military training and panic attack and its too late to take a differ
weapons to extremist groups, or, since we ent direction to Slavin. You get closer and
had, provided a better way of life after the closer and your heart starts pounding as
war so that military extremism would be an you are avoiding eye contact until the very
obsolete option.
last second. You come to the conclusion
When Mortenson met Afghanistan’s just to ignore him and as soon as he passes
deputy minister of finance in 2002, he was you hear a “Hey,” you turn around and yell
informed “that less than a quarter of the aid “Oh, hi!” but it’s too late. You are official
money President Bush had promised his ly a jerk and totally self- involved.
country had actually arrived. And of those To avoid getting in these messy situa
insufficient funds, he said that $680 million tions, I am going to lay out, right here
had 'redirected’ to build runways and bulk up and now, the protocol for different com
supply depots in Bahrain, Kuwait, and Qatar mon scenarios. I will only name a few as
for the invasion of Iraq everyone expected it would take me years to fully describe
the awkwardness of people. So, for
would soon begin.”
example, you are walking into Ray and a
certain person is walking past you in the
PEACE/Page 12

likely to develop alcohol dependence as
an adult than those who wait until age 21.”
The most troubling aspect of these
claims is not their content, but rather the
ambiguous context in which Hamilton
places them. If what she claims is true, it
may in fact be reasonable to keep the
drinking age where it is. However, the
study would also dictate raising the age of
eligibility for gambling, purchasing tobac
co, and also, it is reasonable to argue,
entering the military. If the adolescent
brain is incapable of making responsible
choices concerning drinking at age
18, what makes it so capable and
responsible regarding the mili
tary? Personal responsibility
comes at different ages depend
ing on the individual, and no
legal age—whether 18 or
21—will fit every person’s
maturity perfectly. However,
it is absurd to single out drink
ing in such a case; the ability to
make any of these decisions
must come with the others.
As far as the second statistic that
Hamilton quotes, concerning drinking
before age 15, that too must be scruti
nized. It would be reasonable to assume
that those in favor of lowering the drink
ing age are not in favor of allowing 15
year-olds to drink regularly, and it is
ridiculous to imply a connection between
the two. It is also reasonable to argue that
people who drink before age 15 do so in
response to profound personal issues.
These issues would naturally carry over
into adulthood, which would explain why
those individuals develop alcoholdependence as adults.
It is obvious that no matter what the
drinking age may be, there will

inevitably be people who abuse alcohol
before and after that age, and that there
will be a small minority who unfortu
nately develop an alcohol dependency
early on in life. What is also obvious is
that America stands out among most
other nations in a bizarre way by having
such a high drinking age. Lowering the
age may not necessarily benefit the
nation’s youth, but it is also safe to say
that it will not adversely affect the youth
in the way that Hamilton claims. If she
insists on relating poor academic per
formance and drinking among
youths—as she does throughout
her article —I will insist all the
more on lowering the drinking
age. It is clear from Europe’s
example that an 18 yearold drinking age means
better academic performance on average
when
compared
to
American students. It is
futile to argue either way, as the
-J two are at most loosely related.
As I personally await my 21st
birthday, it is difficult to say on a societal
level whether or not the drinking age
should be lowered or kept where it is now.
Most people I talk to, however, generally
agree that lowering the drinking age will
offset the excitement, and therefore,
abuse, that surrounds drinking before the
legal age. Although Hamilton discounted
this very basic argument right away, my
personal experience and general consen
sus seems to verify the benefit of lowering
the drinking age for that reason. At any
rate, Hamilton’s arguments are extremely
unconvincing, and do a disservice to any
movement that would retain the current
drinking age.
Graphic by Shannon Obey '08

Etiquette Concerning the “Awkward Hi”
other direction. Here is what you do if the
person is:
SITUATION #1: Random guy/girl who
has been in almost every single one of
your classes for your major. You know
exactly what their name is and a little bit
about them but you have never been
introduced or spoken a word to each
other: In this situation I believe it is fair
to give a nice smile, perhaps a nod, even
a “hi” if you feel like it. If you are going
to give a “hi” be the first one to do so,
waiting for them can lead to a catastroph
ically embarrassing moment.
SITUATION #2: Person you have seen
and spoken to at a lot ofparties but they
only talk to you when you have perhaps
had a little too much to drink: This person
is a creeper. Avoid them at all costs. Take
different routes. Wear a hat. You may add
two minutes to your routine but you just
saved 20 seconds of being creeped on.
SITUATION #3: Your roommate from
freshman year who still annoys you even
though you have not really seen or spoken
to him/her since freshman year: At one
point in your life you two did share a
room. A courteous “hi” is fine but unfor
tunately it is going to have to be followed
by a “How are you doing?” Just suffer
through, it is only for a little bit and you
will be a better person for it.
SITUATION #4: Your current room
mate s friend who pops in once in a while:
A friend of your roommate is a friend of
yours. You are obliged to the “hi” but you
also have the option for a stop and chat.
Who knows? They may soon be your
friend too.
SITUATION #5: The guy/girl you have
a larger-than-life crush on but have barely
spoken to. You may refer to him/her as gym
boyfriend or library girl. (You know you do
it): Give a big smile and a “hi.” If they say

“hi” back do not pee yourself with excite
ment, however, he/she is probably just
being nice. You have to be a huge jerk to
blatantly not respond “hi” to someone if it
is directed at you. If they do a stop-andchat, however, congratulations; that per
son wants your body. Go for it.
SITUATION #6: A professor in whose
class you are not doing particularly well:
Say “hi,” stop-and-chat, sing their favorite
Billy Joel song. Do whatever you have to
do to make the professor like you. They
are more likely to boost your “participa
tion” grade if they do not think that you
are a giant tool.
SITUATION #7: Guy or Girl that you
do not like in any way, shape, or form:
Ignore, ignore, ignore. Make sure you
know they see you and then blow right by
them. Do not look back. This may be
slightly mean-spirited but they must have
done something bad if you are this angry
at them. So they deserve it.
SITUATION #8: You have seen this per
son literally everywhere you have gone
today: Your class, the cafeteria, outside your
club meeting! He/she is not even in your club,
this is ridiculous: First, second, even third
time say “hi.” After that you are forced to do
a stop-and-chat. Make a joke out of it: “Why
are you all over my life today? Are you stalk
ing me? Ha ha.” You know what? They
might be. Watch your back.
These, of course, are only a few exam
ples, but I think you all get the picture. It
is impossible to avoid having these awk
ward moment with everyone living on or
close to campus. But hopefully this will
help you cut down on them. In summary,
say “hi” first, do not be a creeper, and do
not stress if someone ignores you. It just
means you did something really bad and
they are mad at you. Or they did not see
you. They are both possible.
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Tangents and Tirades
The snooty scholar. Have you ever been sitting in class at PC, minding your own day
dreams, when you hear the wail of someone else’s unwanted opinion hurled at the ears
of all those present? You crane your neck (after working out the kinks) in order to glean
who it was that spoke, and, as you suspected, the comment came from that notorious col
legiate beast: The snooty scholar. The snooty scholar at the university level is the equiv
alent of the class pet in junior high. He or she wrongfully associates obscure references
with intellectual might. So you pinch yourself to make sure that person actually exists
and do your utmost to suppress the ghastly thoughts of violence stirring in your belly.
But then you swallow hard and realize that you are more than satisfied by the mere fact
that you are not that person. While a professor here and there will respond to that sort of
academic bluster, its bad karma through and through. In the same way that souping up a
monster truck is said to compensate for a small you-know-what, the snooty scholar sub
stitutes polysyllabic words and hyper-abstract ideas for a crippling inferiority complex.
Gosh, I sure hope I’m not that kid. But as the late, great novelist Kurt Vonnegut would
have said, ‘so it goes.’—Matt Miller ’09
Fixing my Fantasy faux pas. I wrote an article last year on the stupidity of Fantasy Football.
Mainly, how people get wicked into it and annoy everyone within a 10-foot radius. I would
like to take this opportunity and take back everything I’ve said in the past. Fantasy Football
rules. I regret to admit that I’ve become one of those people completely obsessed with the
game. I’m on my team’s page about 100 times a day, and I’ve set it as my homepage. Not only
does it get you watching entertaining football games, but it is also a way to get back at all of
your friends for thinking that you don’t know what you’re doing (as I am doing this year).
Currently, I’m 2-0 and I’m going against the team I’m tied for first in the division with. Take
that, all of you; I don’t even like you guys that much. And as the Dodgers of Brooklyn used to
say, “Wait til next year,” meaning baseball, of course. I’ve got the seventh pick in the fantasy
baseball draft for next season.—Mike Pettinari ’09

In the Middle East,
Education is Crucial
Peace:

continued from page 11:
The invasion of Iraq did come, and guess
what? The funding for education is severely
lacking after the war. A March 2008 article
on IslamOnline.net describes overcrowding
and a lack of materials such as books in
schools in Iraq. School enrollment has fallen
from 86 percent in 2004 to as low as 46 per
cent in 2006. Because of displacement, stu
dents are less likely to enroll or stay in
school, and teachers are terrorized. “There
are no exact numbers of teachers killed since
the US-led invasion in 2003 but we believe it
is nearly a thousand,” Leila Abdallah of the
Ministry of Higher Education said.

Some argue that the Iraqi government,
which reported a huge surplus in 2008,
should begin footing its own bill for recon
struction. Either way, the country—as well
as many other countries in the Middle
East—needs to begin seeing peace and sta
bility. As the most powerful nation in the
world, we could promote those ideals
through invasion and retaliation. Or, as
Mortenson states, “If we try to resolve ter
rorism with military might and nothing else,
then we will be no safer than we were before
9/11. If we truly want a legacy of peace for
our children, we need to understand that this
is a war that will ultimately be won with
books, not bombs.”

High Fives & Nose Dives
High Fives: Julianna Riccardi at McPhail’s We at The Cowl could hear her singing
from the office, so we all went over to check it out. BOP’s coffeehouses are usually
fun and always free (what’s better than that?) and Tuesday night’s perfomance by
Riccardi was awesome.
Nose Dives: No more skateboarding on campus Skateboarding is a way of life for
some students here at PC. A friend who graduated last year would skate when he
needed to think, relax, or just have a good time (sometimes even to show off for the
ladies). Insurance reasons are to blame for the new prohibition, but some here are
speculating that it doesn’t hurt the college’s “image,” either. To take away such an
important expression and outlet for many students here is not right.
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Ben’s Opinion on Why
Not to Have an Opinion
by

Ben Perry ’10

Commentary Staff
CULTURAL

Sometimes having an opinion is harder
than it is worth. Opinions, by their very
nature, cannot be universal. No matter
what your opinion is, almost everyone is
going to disagree. If you are the type of
person who enjoys creating controversy
this is undoubtedly a good thing, but some
times I am just not in the mood for an argu
ment. Sure, I can debate right up there with
the best of them, even on topics I know
nothing about, but there are certain topics
that simply are not worth the effort. . .cer
tain days when even the most important
issues just are not worth debating.
Politics is by far the most useless area in
which to have an opinion. Everyone runs
around with their own political “beliefs,” and
not a single one of them will legitimately lis
ten to anyone else. They pretend to listen, and
nod their heads, and then immediately restate
their same argument as if mere repetition will
make their points more compelling.
Sometimes they will even repeat the same
argument in different words. Political
“debates” consist of two people hitting their
heads against a wall of each others’ words.
They do not take time to study the wall before
they bash their heads right into it; all they are
concerned with is being heard, not listening.
This sort of attitude applies to politicians
themselves but even more so to their support
ers. Once some one gets an idea in their head,
he/she sticks to it regardless of any evidence
and will brutally fight to defend whatever the
notion is. This leads to mindless and unintel
ligent bashing of perceived political “oppo
nents” through whatever malicious media
possible. In the end a political debate turns
into a contest to see who can twist the other s
words in the worst way possible—the most
devilish contestant is the winner. In an envi
ronment such as this, it is easier to avoid hav
ing opinions altogether. If you must have an
opinion, never express it; you cannot change
the way your friends think and it simply is not

worth finding out how viciously mindless
they can be.
Also, try to avoid any opinions about
celebrity gossip. It’s not that it matters if you
think Lindsay Lohan is an idiot, or whatever.
The only reason you should avoid these types
of opinions is that your life is made more triv
ial simply because you care enough to judge
celebrities. It is not important what actors and
singers do with their lives outside of their art.
They aren’t famous because they are wonder
ful and charitable people with hearts of gold.
They are famous because they (arguably)
have a skill or talent on which someone else
can capitalize. Because of this, it makes sense
for me to have an opinion on whether or not I
appreciate a celebrity’s acting, or to decide if
I like Hannah Montana’s music (which by the
way is not very good). It does not make sense
for me to care at all about what parties they
went to, who they were seen with, and how
much alcohol they drank or whether or not
they beat their wife. All of that is unimportant
except to trivial minds with nothing better to
think about. The only time a celebrity’s life
outside of his or her art matters is if they ful
fill a civic function such as being the gover
nor
of
California
like
Arnold
Schwarzenegger. This then falls under the
heading of “politics” (refer to the previous
paragraphs).
In the end though, it’s human to have opin
ions about things that don’t matter. I guess the
most important thing is to pick your battles
carefully. Debating about politics or celebri
ties can be fun, but don’t get too heated.
Chances are very good that you will never
change anyone else’s mind, and it is a lot
more important that you remain on good
terms with everyone around you than that you
be right. This is something that took me a
while to understand, and I’m not always per
fect. Sometimes I pick the wrong fights, and
sometimes I’m stubborn with my own ideas.
The problem is that everyone does the same
thing. If everyone is stubborn (and everyone
is), then there is no real reason to argue.
Debate, but don’t destroy each other. Listen
and develop new arguments, even counterar
guments. Make it a worthwhile discussion,
because otherwise, some things just aren’t
worth it.

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and let
ters to the editor from all members of the
Providence College community, as well as outside
contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name,
signature, a phone number, and an e-mail address
where he or she can be reached. Articles will be
printed as space permits. Anyone whose letter is
given consideration for publication will be con
tacted by the Commentary editor to verify the
author and confirm the authenticity of the piece.
Letters should be no more than 250 words in
length. Guest commentaries should be limited to
700 words in length, and only one will be pub
lished per week. The Cowl editorial board and its
administrative supervisors reserve the right to edit
articles for space and clarity. If there is a portion
you specifically wish to remain unchanged, howev
er, please inform the editor-in-chief. Letters to the

editor are the opinions of the writer only and do
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed
to The Cowl office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the
Monday before publication. Mail submissions to
549 River Avenue, Providence, R.I. 02918, Slavin
Rm. G05; fax to 401-865-1202; submit online at
www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or hand deliver to The Cowl Office in
Slavin G05. Ads can be sent to cowlads@providence.edu. Call 401-865-2214 with any questions.

Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year by
mail. Student subscription is included in tuition
fee. Correspondence can be mailed directly to:
The Cowl, 549 River Avenue, Providence,
R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
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Pontius Pilate, Barack Obama, and Sarah Palin
by

Mark Scirocco ’10

Commentary Staff

POLITICS

Since Alaskan Governor Sarah Palin’s vice
presidential nomination to the Republican
ticket, the left has scrambled to try and recov
er Sen. Barack Obama’s (Ill.) momentum in
the campaign.
One tactic the Democrats have used in
attempt to derail Palin is to demean her time
spent as the mayor of Wasilla, Alaska, a town
of less than 10,000 people. In response to
such attacks, Palin stated in her speech at the
Republican National Convention that the dif
ference between a mayor and a community
organizer, a position touted by Barack Obama
when he was in his 20s, is that a mayor has
actual responsibilities.
Sensing that Obama’s “community organ
izer” status was turning into a national joke,
the left lashed out at Palin. On the floor of the
House of Representatives, Rep. Steve Cohen
(Tenn.) stated that “Barack Obama was a
community organizer like Jesus. . .Pontius
Pilate was a governor.”
Similarly, Democrat political strategist
Donna Brazile said on CNN, “Jesus was a

community organizer, Pontius Pilate, a gover
nor.” Several days later, actress Susan
Sarandon followed suit: “Jesus was a com
munity organizer and Pontius Pilate was a
governor. That’s all I have to say!”
The underlying message of such state
ments is of course to compare Sen. Obama to
Jesus and Gov. Palin to Pontius Pilate. Let’s
analyze the ways in which this comparison
might work.
In the Gospels, Pontius Pilate is por
trayed as an inherently weak man.
Though he tries to avoid condemning
Jesus and believes him to be innocent, he
fears the power of the mob and in cow
ardice gives into their demands to crucify
Christ. He represents nothing more than a
tool of corruption in Rome and seeks only
his political advancement.
Sarah Palin, on the other hand, has been
perhaps the biggest element of positive
reform in Alaskan state history. Palin has an
approval rating as governor of over 80 per
cent, the highest of any governor in America.
In Palin’s two years as governor, she vetoed
over $499 million from Alaska’s capital
budget. She has cut nearly 10 percent of
Alaska’s state budget this year, saving resi
dents $268 million. Before Palin, Alaska had
a tradition of wasteful earmark spending. Last
year, Palin reduced earmark numbers by half.

She has been a champion of individual free
dom and a servant of the people during her
time in Alaska, refusing to bow to the
Washington insiders’ crowd. As she noted in
her speech at the Republican National
Convention, Palin got rid of the governor’s
personal chef as well as the private jet. Of the
jet, she said jokingly, “I put it on eBay.”

But what of Barack Obama’s being com
pared to Jesus? In the Gospels, Christ’s
love for humility and innocence gives chil
dren a special place in the Kingdom of
Heaven. In Mark’s Gospel he states, “Let
the little children come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these.” Sen. Obama, on
the other hand, has one of the most liberal
stances on abortion in the United States

Senate. He opposed President Bush’s
measure to ban partial birth abortion and
strongly criticized the Supreme Court’s
decision to uphold the ban. As an Illinois
state senator, Obama on three occasions
opposed legislation providing healthcare
and protection to children bom of botched
abortions. In other words, Obama did noth
ing less than sanction infanticide. In an
Illinois senate debate on April 4, 2002,
Obama stated that “what liabilities the
doctor might have in this situation [of a
botched abortion]” had to be considered
prior to the care of the newly bom baby.
When Obama quoted the Gospel of
Matthew in a debate at the end of
August, saying that America’s greatest
moral failing was that it has not protect
ed the “least of our brothers” he did not
have the unborn or the newly born in
mind. Perhaps Senator Obama is Christlike in ways the Democrat Party and its
cronies in the media have yet to disclose.
Ironically, this talk of God is coming from
the party that has for decades adamantly
opposed the mixing of politics and religion.
As Sarah Palin is quickly gaining in popu
larity with Americans, Democrats should try
to come up with more effective means of
attacking her than by comparing their candi
date to Christ.

Letters to the Editor:
Chris Fortunato replies to the Sept. 11, 2008 article “New Alcohol Policies Spark Controversy"
I am writing to correct certain errors
and/or omissions contained in the article
titled “New Alcohol Policies Spark
Controversy” appearing in the Sept. 11,
2008 edition of The Cowl. I do not in any
way think the writer intentionally misrep
resented anything. The forums included
detailed conversation about a number of
policy changes and student concerns.
Thus, in order to avoid any misunder
standings, it is important to clarify or cor
rect a few items.
First, the article incorrectly states that
the guidelines pertaining specifically to
the restriction on hard alcohol and limits
on the quantity of alcohol possessed or
stored apply to off-campus activity and
behavior. These particular guidelines actu
ally
apply
only
to
on-campus
activities/behaviors as the language of the
handbook indicates.
■No student, regardless of age, may pos
sess hard liquor on the Providence College
campus with the limited exception of pur
chase and consumption of such beverages
at McPhail's by those 21 years or older.
■Students (21 years of age or older) may
not possess or store excessive amounts of
alcohol on campus.

Second, the article incorrectly states
that upperclassmen living off-campus
“cannot have more than double the num
ber of people who reside at the house in
the house at one time, and they must reg
ister any parties with Residence Life.”
The guidelines that outline such occupan
cy and party registration apply only to on
campus gatherings in residence halls, as
the handbook indicates.

"-------------------------[The article] unfortunately
did not mention the important
alcohol prevention and
intervention programs now
being offered to students as part
of a larger strategy to . . .
improve student life.

-------------------------- "
■Students may host a room party
(defined as any social gathering in a resi
dence hall in which alcohol is being
served and the number of persons in
attendance equals double the occupancy
of the room or more). . .
Third, I would like to clarify the state

Just becase Palin is a woman does not mean she is a feminist
Mark Scirocco writes in the Sept. 11,
2008 issue of The Cowl that liberals
believe that “. . .causes like the
advancement of people of color and
women in the American workplace are
not to be tolerated when those minori
ties or women do not share liberal ideol
ogy.” This is completely incorrect. In
the case of Clarence Thomas, the left
did not “fabricate a tale of sexual
harassment” out of desperation to keep
an African-American from advancing in
government. The Anita Hill controversy
displayed sexual harassment in the
workplace and the complexity that
comes with that: The evidence points to
the fact that the accusations against him
were probably true. As for Palin, the
statement that her story is “one of any
model ‘feminist’” is cringe-worthy.
While she is a female governor and a
working mom, this does not make her a
feminist. She is anti-abortion, even in
cases of rape or incest, when feminists
should support all women’s reproduc

tive choices. Yes, she’s a working moth
er, but she doesn’t support other work
ing mothers. She’s on a ticket with John
McCain who opposes acts—like the
Family and Medical Leave Act—that
would help working mothers. Palin does
not contribute anything to women’s
issues; she pushes an entirely anti-femi
nist agenda. Being a woman does not
make you a feminist, though since this is
perhaps the first time conservatives
have used the term in a non-sexist man
ner, this may be why they are confused.
Liberals encourage and embrace all
minorities and women in the upper
ranks of government. But if your actions
or political positions go against the lib
eral perspective, then yes, we will criti
cize them because we stand up for what
we believe in. But to interpret these
actions as being on the basis of color or
gender is ridiculously ignorant and
incorrect.
—Kelly Bevis ’10

www.TheCowl.com

ment in the article that “there was no rep
resentative from the 4Cs committee at the
forums.” Both Kevin Butler, Dean of
Student Conduct, and Steve Sears, Dean
of Residence Life, participated in the
forums as representatives of Student
Affairs Administration and are also mem
bers of the 4Cs committee. They were
however not present to speak on behalf of
the 4Cs.
I am very appreciative of the questions
and suggestions students have and con
tinue to make which allow Student
Affairs to offer further clarification of the
new guidelines. In response to a request
for clarification of the policy regarding
central alcohol sources such as kegs, I
would like to offer additional explana
tion. It is the College's policy that stu
dents and student groups may not possess
central alcohol sources including kegs on
campus or at student organization events
that occur either on campus or off cam
pus. However, this policy does not pro
hibit a student over the age of 21 from
possessing a common source container
off campus as long as that student(s) is
not in violation of other College policies
or any law, regulation or ordinance.

Addressing alcohol abuse concerns at
PC require in part policies that are clear,
well-publicized and consistently enforced.
I invite continued student feedback on how
the College can ensure that PC alcohol
policies can meet that standard.
Finally, while the article focused on cer
tain policy changes, it unfortunately did
not mention the important alcohol preven
tion and intervention programs that are
now being offered to students as part of a
larger strategy to address alcohol abuse at
PC and improve student life. These pro
grams based on nationally recognized and
widely utilized models already and will
provide much needed support, education,
and feedback for students as part of a harm
reduction approach.
I appreciate the opportunity to clarify
the above items and look forward to
working together to support one another
in the PC community.

—Chris Fortunato, JD, MSW
Dean of Students/
Associate VP of Student Affairs

A registered Democrat voting for McCain and Palin
I disagree with Commentary Editor
Jackie Kramer ’10 in her statement in the
Sept. 11, 2008 issue of The Cowl that,
“John McCain’s decision to make Sarah
Palin his Vice Presidential running mate
was the worst!” Who would have been
your pick, Jackie?
I am going to vote, even though I am a
registered Democrat who votes on every
thing, for John McCain and Gov. Sarah
Heath Palin on Nov. 5, 2008. Palin has
accomplished the “American Dream” by
being an athlete, beauty queen, attending
five colleges in six years, and earning a
degree in journalism with a minor in polit
ical science. She served on the City
Council and was elected Mayor of Wasilla
before becoming the youngest governor in
Alaskan history at age 42. She is married to
a man who designed and built a house
where she and her five children live. Her
husband calls himself the “First Dude” of
Alaska. Former Rhode Island Senator
Linoln Chafee calls Palin a “cocky wacko.”
Palin is not a wacko, Mr. Chafee! You
should realize that there is more to life than
“shoeing” horses!
Palin’s delightful son Trig, almost five
months old, was bom knowingly by his
parents with Down syndrome. Palin made
the “choice” not to abort her baby. Eighty
percent of Down syndrome children are
aborted before they have a chance to be
born (a serious sin in my opinion), accord-

ing to a recent edition of The National
Catholic Register.
On the other hand, Roman Catholic Sen.
Joe Biden, Palin’s Vice Presidential oppo
nent, supports abortion and embryonic
stem cell research. Biden is a pick-andchoose Catholic. As the Chairman of the
the Foreign Relations Committee, he
believes Iraq should be split three ways:
Sunni, Shi’a, and Kurds, according to his
remarks in 2006. I sincerely hope that TV’s
Washington Week moderator Gwen Ifill,
who will moderate the upcoming debate
between Palin and Biden, questions them
on these two issues on October 2008.
Gov. Pailin is a young 44 with a pretty
countenance and delightful figure. Perhaps
Palin will become the forty-fifth president
of the United States of America.
—Russell P. Demoe ’73

PS. Regarding Commentary staff writer
Mark Scirocco ’10 on the “Liberal Media
Attacks Thomas and Palin” in the same issue:
Having watched Thomas’ Supreme Court
appointment hearing on TV in 1991, I think
that law professor Anita Hill’s testimony was
truthful regarding alleged sexual abuse by
Clarence Thomas when he ran the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission. I
wasn’t alone in my opinion. He was con
firmed by a margin of 52-48 by the United
States Senate.
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by John Vaghi ’10
Associate Editor-in-Chief

Despite lackluster viewership, ABC’s
filthiest indulgence, Dirty Sexy Money is
returning for a sophomore season (Oct 1).
Peter Krause and a dusted off Donald
Sutherland (wearing pants!) carry this
prime time soap about an ‘uncorrupted’
lawyer dealing with the dirt, sex and poli
tics a wealthy NYC family into the upper
echelon of obligatory viewing.

ity (the family man and the ruthless killer).
NBC has promoted the show by begging
the question: “who can you trust when you
can't trust yourself?” Well, certainly not
Christian Slater to carry a series, but who
knows? Maybe Slater’s other half can act.

90210. Because one series devoted
solely to the problems of Beverly Hills
teenagers wasn’t enough, this CW
remake aims to replay those same try
ing times but with modern lingo

On Sept 23, Opportunity Knocks.
Literally. ABC has upped an ante on
FOX’s Hole in the Wall (there are holes
in a wall!) and devolved a classy per
sonification into the vehicle that will
drive to a family’s house and knock on
their door and force them to answer
questions. These revolutionarily literal
shows have officially paved the way
for the likes of Kick the Can, Knock on
Wood, Hit the Sack and the easily deli
cious (deliciously easy?) Piece of
Cake.

(is “whazam” still hip?) a fresh new menu
at the West Beverly cafeteria (now serving
anorexia a la mode), and an upgraded sense
of fashion (but a downgraded sense of dig
nity).
If Michael C. Hall’s transforma
tion from David Fisher in Six Feet
Under to Showtime’s Dexter
Morgan wasn’t remarkable enough,
the fact that this Miami Metro
blood-spattering analyst by day,
prolific serial killer by night is
someone that the audience can’t
help but root for makes him one of
the most intriguing characters on
television (Sept. 28).

The best show no one watched last sea
son was NBC’s Chuck, or at least the best
show that takes place at a Best Buy. But if
nerdy spies and smoking hot ecret agents
isn’t your cup of tea (what is it these days,
Chai?), then maybe Lipstick Jungle
(NBC’s version of Sex and the City) will
be. It’s one of those shows that you want
to watch just because it seems so much
cooler than you are (Brook Shields,
Kim Raver, lipstick; who can resist?).

How I Met Your Mother (CBS Sept.
22) is in its fourth season
and we now stand so
painstakingly close to
finding out how Ted met
his children’s mother.
Right now Scrubs’
Sarah Chalk is the
most likely candi
date, but the real
story this season
might be that
mongrel
sex
hound, Barney,
finally liking a
woman.

Christian Slater head
lines the new NBC drama,
My Own Worst Enemy, as
a guy with a split personalGRAPHIC BY JOHN VAGHI ‘10
IMAGES FROM GOOGLE IMAGES

Richard Wright Has His Last Cigar:
The Miner for Truth and Delusion and Shine Dies at 65

Known, not for his stirring novel,
Black Boy, but for his songwriting and
keyboard work for Pink Floyd, Richard
Wright died Monday, Sept. 15, at his
home in England after a battle with can
cer. The Associated Press reported that
the musician’s family did not want to
divulge much more information at this
time. Wright is survived by his third
wife, Millie, and his three children. He
was 65.
After going through various band
names in the beginning of their career,
Syd Barrett, The Pink Floyd Sound’s

Since no one seems to care anymore
about Jim and Pam (they’re happy now,
who wants to see that?), season four of
The Office left us in the middle of anoth
er disastrously hilarious situation involv
ing a tryst between Dwight and Angela.
Michael Scott seems poised to make some
more off-kilter remarks in season five
and, oh ya, Jan’s pregnant (or at least
that’s what she said).

David Alan Grier’s Chocolate News
(Oct. 5, Comedy Central). Somewhere,
Kel Kimble is wetting himself.

Anything with the words J.J.
and Abrams in it is worth checking
out even if it’s only to feel the sen
sation of your jaw hit
ting the floor in
amazement.
His
latest sci-fi cornu
copia,
Fringe
(FOX), mashes
together a toxic
mix of unex
plained phenome
non, an attractive
FBI agent and an
institutionalized
“fringe science”
researcher,
and
Joshua
Jackson
(cause when I think
deranged science
and people’s faces
melting off, I think
Dawson’s Creek).

BY Annmarie Granstrand ’09
A&E Editor

September 18, 2008

lead guitarist settled on naming it after
their favorite bluesmen, Pink Anderson
and Floyd Council. Barrett would only
remain with the band for a couple hit sin
gles. By 1968, he would be replaced by
David Gilmour due to too many LSD ben
ders—even for Pink Floyd (www.pinkfloydonline.com).
By 1973, nervous mothers around the
world would come to know the glory of
Pink Floyd’s wrath with the help of the
rising popularity of headphones (for opti
mum anti-social experience) and the
album, Dark Side of the Moon. With
Wright’s songwriting contributions to
“Great Gig in the Sky,” the record would

become the third highest-selling album in
the history of Billboard charts.
But with great success comes great use
of drugs, alcohol, and creative tension.
Fellow band mate, Roger Waters would
later insist that Wright leave the P.F. just as
The Wall was released in 1979. David
Gilmour told AP on Monday: “He was
gentle, unassuming and private but his
soulful voice and playing were vital, mag
ical components of our most recognized
Pink Floyd sound. I have never played
with anyone quite like him.”
This crazy diamond will continue to
shine on in the hearts of all who believe in
the soulful art of synthesizers.
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Burn Alter Beading Delivers Scorching Hilarity
Coen Brothers Score Again with Quirky Comedy
by

Claire Pevoto ’10
A&E Staff

Due to the outrageously high cost of
movie tickets these days (and the outra
geously bad movies that tend to be made;
I still want my money back, What
Happens in Vegas) the hesitancy and cyn
icism with which many enter cinemas is
understandable. Thank God, then, for fra
ternal filmmakers extraordinaire Joel and
Ethan Coen, whose comedies always
promise plenty of creative wit and perfect
characterization (and of course, more than
a few F-bombs). Their newest film, Burn
After Reading, delivers on all accounts.
Linda Litzke (Frances McDormand) is
a long-time gym employee with a selfesteem problem who is determined to be
made into a new woman through several
plastic surgeries that she cannot afford.
She thinks she has found_______________
her ticket to confidence
when her co-worker
Chad (Brad Pitt) comes
across classified CIA
information left on a
disk in the gym locker
room. The two fitness
fiends plan to blackmail
the owner of the disk,
former CIA analyst
Osbourne Cox (John
Malkovich), who is in
the midst of a mid-life
crisis of sorts after los
ing his job and witness
ing the deterioration of
his marriage to Katie
(Tilda Swinton), who is
having an affair with
Harry Pferrar (George
Clooney), a marshal for
the
Treasury
Department. The miss

ing information connects all of these unas
suming characters in unpredictable ways
that forever alter their lives while leaving
the security of the CIA relatively
unchanged.
Burn After Reading is entertaining
throughout. The Avon (the only theater in
Providence where the film is showing)
was packed, and rang all evening with rau
cous unified laughter. Witty enough to put
you in hysterics, and just disturbing
enough to make you think a bit, the film is
a cross-genre piece—a comedy posing as
an action-thriller. Joke-ready devices such
as blind-date scenarios and particularly
pronounced personality quirks blend
seamlessly with under-the-table embassy
dealings and spy tactics.
The Coen brothers are dependable for
their great character portrayals. Fans will
remember Dot in Raising Arizona, or
________________ Jackie Treehom in The
Big Lebowskr, charac
ters whose roles were
small, but whose off
screen development
and preparation was
apparently extensive.
Burn After Reading is
full of these minor
parts, played by actors
who were bom to say
those two lines they
were given (watch
especially for J.K.
Simmons as a CIA
superior
and
J.R.
Horne as a divorce
lawyer). This excellent
attention to character
might stem from the
Coens’ ability to build
solid working relation
ships with different
FOCUS FEATURES
actors and actresses

who tend to appear frequently
in their films. In addition to the
two supporting actors just
mentioned, Coen regulars in
Burn After Reading include
both Clooney and McDormand
(who also happens to be mar
ried to Joel).
Dark humor, another Coen
trademark,
is
prevalent
throughout the film. The main
characters all lead fairly mun
dane lives (even the CIA-analyst is on the low-rung), but
because they take themselves
so seriously they manage to
find themselves in fatal situa
tions. The outcome is dryly
funny enough to have an entire
audience cracking up, but
unsettling enough to also make
everyone feel guilty doing so.
Misplaced suspicion and oblivion __ . ..
are pervasive motifs, but they take their
effect in the romantic (or not-so-romantic)
relationships among the characters more
than they do in the actual intelligence sec
tors, where you’d think such qualities
would be more useful^Who senses a
social commentary coming on?
The film also jabs at American bureau
cracy (namely, the CIA) and how far it is
from the actual personal interactions it
surveys. The light, humorous manner in
which the agency deals with grave matter,
such as civilian death, further emphasizes
its distance from the individual.
Like many of the Coen brothers’ films,
it is difficult to define a precise plotline or
come away with any specific conclusions
from Burn After Reading; the movie ends
with a CIA superior asking his assistant,
“What did we learn Palmer?” The web of
relationships is too complex and the series
of events too random for either the charac-

FOCUS FEATURES

ters or the viewers to answer that ques
tion, but much of the fun of watching a
Coen-made movie is simply to find out
what the heck they put in it this time
around.
Much like the rug in The Big
Lebowski, the disk of classified data is
the catalyst for everything that happens
during the movie, but it itself only
decreases in importance as the movie
develops. By the end of the film, we can
see that the relationships between char
acters need more attention than this
innocuous disk of data, but it is tough to
say whether or not that was a message
the Coens were aiming for. Perhaps it is
this ambiguity of plot and purpose that
has earned such a loyal following and
has Joel and Ethan laughing all the way
to the bank.

GRADE: A

Do You Know How to Waste Your Time?
A&E’s Alison DeNisco Popped in Simpson's Mew Album and Learned Pretty Fast
by

Alison DeNisco ’ll
A&E Staff

Is Jessica Simpson ready to stand up to
the likes of country girls Taylor Swift and
Carrie Underwood with the release of her
new album, Do You Know? Simply put:
no.
I’ll admit I was a fan of Simpson’s
dumb-blonde “is it chicken or tuna?”
antics on Newlyweds: Nick and Jessica
back in 2003. I was upset when she and
fellow third-tier pop star husband, Nick
Lachey, got divorced a couple years later.
While Lachey moved right along to dating
former MTV VJ Vanessa Minnillo,
Simpson was left with a broken heart, and
the media speculation that her post-nosejob-and-hair-dye younger sister Ashlee
was now the hotter Simpson singer. Ouch.
And then there was the slew of embar
rassing movies: The Dukes of Hazzard,
Employee of the Month, and the practi
cally straight-to-DVD Blonde Ambition.
Along with the movies came the post
Nick boyfriends: Simpson was reported
ly dating her Employee of the Month
costar Dane Cook for a time, allegedly
followed by Maroon 5’s frontman Adam
Levine.
Most notably, Simpson had a steamy onand-off relationship with singer and serial
celebrity dater John Mayer between 2006
and 2007. And about a year ago, Simpson
began dating Dallas Cowboys quarterback,
Tony Romo, to the apparent detriment to his
football performance, leading to her media
nickname “Yoko Romo.”
But on to the CD, Do You Know. This

expects a relationship out of a friends- song “Do You Know.” It does sound more
album is supposed to mark Simpson’s
with-benefits situation (honey, it’s just not authentically emotional and country than
move into the country music scene. The
going to happen). “I’d like to tell many of the other songs, and the two voic
first single, “Come On Over,” is catchy,
myself/If you showed up tonight/I’d tell es together are nice. I don’t think it’s any
and features a good steel guitar. I’ll give it
that. But overall the album does not exude
you to go to hell/And get on with my thing extremely special, but then again
that hometown country spirit, rather
life... You’ll just hurt me/But it still don’t country isn’t really my thing.
sounding more like Simpson’s typical
stop me.” Well, at least she knows it’s not
Jessica has the talent, of course. But
mainstream radio pop and ballads with
going to end well. Along those lines I most of the time it sounds like she’s just
more twang-y instruments.
could also appreciate “Remember That,” trying too hard. Sadly, she also co-wrote
We have our former minister
about warning a friend not to go back to most of the album, which has more than
father/manager/creeper Joe Simpsonan abusive relationship.
a few laughable lyrics, such as “Don’t
approved song “Pray Out Loud,” in
The album title comes from Jessica’s you love waking up/Don’t have to
duet with Dolly Parton, a cover of Parton’s rush/’Cause you ain’t got much to do/Lay
which she sings about how “...when I
was a little girl/My daddy said
in bed with the TV on... You’re my
remember as you walk through this
Sunday,” as well as the aforemen
world/When you’re down/Don’t be
tioned line about the trampoline,
afraid to pray out loud.” If you ask
and “Are you man enough?’Cause
me it seems like a failed attempt to
it’s rough out there/And honey life
emulate Underwood’s popular
ain’t fair.” There just isn’t much
Christian-themed “Jesus Take the
depth or real emotion in any of the
Wheel.”
songs, all of which are easily forget
And maybe I’m reading into it too
table.
much, but there appear to be a few
Maybe the problem is that
jabs at ex-hubby Lachey in various
Simpson has always been a product
songs. For example, in “Sipping on
of the mainstream music industry,
History,” Jessica laments: “We could
from her blonde bubble gum pop
have had a big trampoline/Kids run
image of the late 1990s to her whole
ning ‘round the yard... We could
some country girl facade today. If
have been.” Because there’s nothing
you’ve enjoyed her past musical
better than having kids and a big
efforts or just have low expectations,
trampoline, obviously. There are
Do You Know may be worth your
also the lines in “When I Loved You
time. Otherwise, I don’t Know if I
Like That”: “I gave you every part of
would bother.
me... Go home and make love to
her/And picture me.” Whoa there.
GRADE: CI would say the highlight of Do
You Know is “Still Don’t Stop Me,” if Jessica Simpson saddles up for a poor performance
only because it should be the anthem with her new album, Do You Know?
of every deluded college girl who

Arts&Entertainment

16 The Cowl

September 18, 2008

Lost in
Translation
By Nahuel Fanjul '11
A&E Staff
C.W. Tompkins ’09
A&E Asst. Editor
Cuban Revolution
50 Aborn Street
(401) 331-8829

Some who frequent Lupo’s Heartbreak
Hotel might have noticed that their
favorite pre-concert eatery has disap
peared. All that is left on the former loca
tion of The
Cuban
Revolution is a carved out
husk, a storefront plot that
looks to be the victim of
rioting and pillaging. If
you are like me you
freaked out when you saw
the carnage inside. What
the (expletive deleted)
happened? Who could
have done such a tiling?
And again, if you’re like
me, a wino with bad teeth
would have then come by
and informed you that the
Revolution moved down
the street to Aborn Street
and not only that but they
opened up another loca
tion in Olneyville on the
West Side. He was a very
informative wino.
I had to check out Che’s
new digs so a dining part
ner and I strolled down
town to the Aborn Street
location. Instantly I was |
overwhelmed. I had been
used to the 26 seat dineresque version of the revo
lution complete with eld
erly flamenco guitar player and Russian
propaganda reels from the ’60s. The new
place felt a bit like a modem art museum.
I kind of had the feeling that I was going
to knock a vase off a pedestal even though
there were none. The hip young bartenders
that worked the old place were nowhere to

be seen and were instead replaced by a
suave Chippendale’s dancer mixing cock
tails. We looked around for a second and
asked the maitre d’ if we could sit outside,
a comfortable familiar carry over from the
former business. I should note that the art
was kind of cool in a Jackson Pollockmeets-Missile Crisis kind of way.
Once we got outside and ripped a cou
ple of cigarettes to calm our nerves every
thing was as it should be. We ordered a

couple of standard Mexican beers and
shared a basket of Fried Yuca Aliloli,
which is like french-fries but more dense
and better, dipped in a garlic sauce. I am
happy to report that the food goes unaf
fected by the change in location. We actu
ally had quite a pleasant experience once

the fried starches hit our pallets. The
weather was lovely and we took some tine
to scoff the creepy gentlemen entering the
Satin Doll strip club across the street.
Our entrees came swiftly and I dug into
my JFK, which consisted of a steak
topped with Swiss, lettuce, tomato, and
mayo all pressed into Cuban bread. The
steak sandwich is haled as one of the best
in Providence and is a perennial favorite
of mine. It is also accompanied by a bowl
of black beans and rice.
My
dining partner
ordered the Bay of Pigs
which is an empanada
also with black beans
and rice but covered
with maduros, which
are sauteed sweet plan
tains, an excellent addi
tion that did not come
with the meal before the
move.
I should mention that
the beer selection is
nothing to brag about
but they do make up for
it with some of the best
coffee in town and a
homemade soda selec
tion complete with
about 15 choices. So the
underage patron need
not worry.
All in all The Cuban
Revolution sticks to its
promise
of
great
Caribbean food at a rea
sonable price and I can
see that because of an
interest in monetary
gain and high demand
for product they would feel the need to
expand even if that does slightly contra
dict their advertised communist ideals.

GRADE: B+

C.W.'s Picks:

Best On-screen Deaths
5. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1975): Jack Nicholson finds himself a victim of the
standard issue lobotomy and the enormous soft spoken Chief takes it upon himself to put
the poor drooling bastard out of his misery with a hospital pillow. Absolutely heartwarming

4. Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (1969): Two American outlaws experience the
language barrier and the Bolivian National Army after fleeing the U.S. for what could have
been a lucrative bank robbing career in the thirdworld. Two against 200... I like those odds.
3. Deep Blue Sea (1999): A state of the art sea station is sinking into the ocean and the sci
entists aboard are being slowly picked off by super intelligent sharks. Who can pull the crew
together? Enter Sam Jackson and a rousing rally cry that is promptly followed by a sudden
and gruesome death. Good TV.
2 Dr. Strangelove or; How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (1964):
Rowdy Cowboy Bomber Pilot Major "King" Kong (Slim Pickens) has his orders but finds
them difficult to execute when a live Nuke becomes lodged in his aircraft. When finally
dropped Pickets is dropped with it He takes it like a champ though and is incinerated ahoopin'an'a-hollerin.’

1. American Psycho (2000): Christian Bale enthusiastically expiaihs the value of "It’s Hip to
Be Square" by Mr. Huey Lewis and then savagely massacres his co-worker (Jared Leto)
with an axe. A biting social commentary delivered by a man dressed in plastic.

Many video gamers have played Super
Smash Brothers for the Nintendo 64 and
watched the character Ness swing his bat
and throw' fire, but no one seems to know
where this little boy came from We Know
Mario and Luigi came from the Super
Mario senes. Samus is from the game
Metroid. Link is from the Zelda games
and then a couple Pokemon are also
throw n in the mix. Still Ness is nowhere
to be found in the gaming world, but is
added to the Smash character lineup
because of his very underrated and fairly
unknown game.
Being a huge gamer, of course, I know
that Ness is from Earthbound, from the
Mother series. Created by Shigesato Itoi
(who never really became too famous
with his previous bass fishing games),
this series started in Japan with the first
game called Mother for the Famicom sys
tem. Soon enough the game’s sequel was
brought to the U.S. in 1995 with Mother
2, also known here as Earthbound. This
game quickly became a cult classic with
its new RPG-style playing (much like that
of the Final Fantasy games), witty come
dy that is still funny to a twenty-vear-old
like myself, and a soundtrack that sounds
like Justice could have written it. This
game changed the RPGgames since it was
not all about dragons and swords, but a
teen from a small utopian style town
called Onett who fights rabid dogs, hip
pies, and annoying neighbors with a yo
yo to save Eagleland.
So why am I writing about a video
game that came out for Super Nintendo
over ten years ago? The reason is that
there is a third installment of this game;
known as Mother 3 (or Earthbound 2).
The game was highly anticipated after the
sequel’s release, and production started
shortly after 1995. This game was first
intended to come out for the Nintendo 64
in the late 1990s, but after some produc
tion problems with the 3D graphics, and
the fact that the release would have been
near the end of the system’s lifespan, the
project was cancelled and never talked
about... until its surprise remake and
release in Japan in April 2006 for the
Nintendo Game Boy system.
Since this third release in the series,
die-hard fans of the RPG have petitioned,
fought, and waged war to have the game
translated into English. Because of all the
production problems and release date
delays, the creators got tired of the project
and decided to drop any other translations
or releases. Other than a small rumor
about a European translated release, Itoi
lias confirmed that he has no intentions of
translating the game into English, and that
it should stop being mentioned since it
will not happen.
Once that statement came out, fans took
the matter into their own hands. They first
started by petitioning and trying hard to
convince Nintendo to release the game in
other languages, but Itoi would not budge.
He would be questioned and would always
seem bothered and ticked off by the ques
tions. With little hopes of the game's trans
lation in the near future, a drastic measure
was taken, a step that would take months
even years to complete, but it was fate that
Americans would have access to this
genius game about fighting “The Man” and
conforming to liis evil technological
advancements.
Fans finally began to translate the
Mother 3 game by themselves. Websites
like mother3.fobby.net and nintega.com
are the two biggest sites that are on this
project, and currently they are about 90%
done with the translation. These sites are
putting in countless hours of work so that
the fans can finally play this game with
out a Japanese-to-English dictionary by
their sides. If Nintendo decides to trans
late and give us the game we are waiting
for then it is said that the fan project will
be stopped, but until then, these transla
tions are our only hopes at playing this
brilliant game.
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THE BOP ROAST
AGAIN:

The Pig and the Students
Came Back on Friday for the
Board’s Big Roast in Peterson

by

Neil Andrew Francisco ’10
A&E Staff

As they do every semester, the Board
of Programmers, hosted one of their infa
mous barbecues this past Friday. Though
it was scheduled to be on Slavin Lawn, I
was upset to find that the barbecue was
moved indoors due to rain. A little rain
never hurt anyone. The Peterson
Recreational Center would have to suf
fice for this little shin-dig. It was going to
be there whether I liked it or not.
After foolishly following a sign that led
me to Mullaney Gymnasium, I made my
way towards the Fieldhouse. What caught
my eye first was the influx of students
excited to make tie-dye t-shirts. I mean,
tie-dye is nice and all, but I feel like tie-die
lost its flair when Old Navy came out with
a tie-dye tee back in the late-90s. I bought
one, I thought I was hip, and looked back
on it two years later and asked myself
what I was thinking. I hope nobody takes
offense to this, though, if you like tie-dye,
that’s all you.
Upon entering the Fieldhouse, what
really must have got some attention was
the giant bouncy castle right by the
entrance. This was no ordinary bouncy
castle though; it was a pit of doom. Two
people standing on two different pillars

with a ball and chain in the middle. I
guess the object was to knock the other
person off. It was really American
Gladiators-esque, but that’s alright I
guess, because American Gladiators
managed to make its way back to televi
sion, so I think we can accept the hysteria
that comes with it. Anyway, it must have
been a great way to meet new people,
“Hey, do you want to battle me to the
death?” Either that or you could have
dealt with a problem that you were hav
ing. It’s better than getting into a fight
outside of PC Mart on Saturday night, but
that’s a different story.
Behind the obelisk were mini-golf and
the mechanical bull. The latter is a very
popular event for PC students. I’m not
really sure why, but, I liked Civ, so to each
his own. Mini-golf looked really appealing
though. I’ve always dreamed of taking a
girl on a date to play mini-golf, but I’m a
competitive person, and when it comes to
mini-golf, I’ve been known to get intense.
It might have had something to do with
watching Happy Gilmore, I always
thought it would be cool to have a hockey
stick/putter combination and use it on the
green. Man, movies really have taught me
so much. It’s too bad there weren’t any
clowns on this course; I guarantee you
some guy would quote a line from Happy

The Finer
Brews in Life
Tompkins ’09
A&E Asst. Editor

by C.W.

Dead Guy Ale began as simply a tap
head for a local Portland Ore. restaurant in
celebration of the day of the dead back in
the early nineties. It
became so popular
with consumers (espe
cially Grateful Dead
fans) that the Rogue
brewing
company
decided to associate the
name and label with its
22
oz.
Maibock
bomber. It has since
become one of Rogue’s
most popular options:The maibock is a
pale, drier version of a
traditional bock and is
a relatively new devel
opment in brewing.
The German hops used in this beer are the
most overwhelming thing about it. Once
you pop the top the aroma hits you. It’s
bready and sour with hints of fruit. Some

PHOTO COURTESY OF JUSTIN FEDERICO ’ll

PC Student Puts up with a Lot of Bull: Rain could not hold this cowboy back.
The Big Roast moved inside and all the faithful followed.
Gilmore, because you know that’s what we
do all the time.
The largest attractions, however, had
to be the food and the beer garden. Since
I am under 21, I could not partake in the
beer garden, but they got wristbands for
21+ students, and they registered as a
party, so nobody got in trouble.
Speaking of which, the new alcohol pol
icy must have attracted more 21+ stu
dents because the beer garden was
jumpin', just like Classic Trax, the band
for the evening. I think I would have
enjoyed them more if I hadn’t heard
them before; they’re a decent amount of
fun to watch, which is I guess why they
keep coming back. PC does, afterall,
have conservative tendencies.

The food looked and smelled delicious.
Texas Roadhouse, a steakhouse in
Cranston, RI, provided the catering. Their
slogan is “Legendary food, legendary
service.” Now, legendary is one of those
words that are not to be taken lightly, but
in all honesty, the food went out quickly,
so either PC students were really hungry,
or the food lived up to its claims.
Overall, The Big Roast was not so
much a great success. Though many peo
ple were in and out, I think that the fact
that it was raining hurt the outcome of
this event. I have no doubt in my mind
that the event would have seen more suc
cess had there not been a sudden rainfall.
Hopefully, BOP comes back at us with a
great fall concert.

Fiction and Poetry Contest
Sponsored by The Alembic

say it’s apples, others say citrus. I person
ally cannot place it but it is certainly there.
My favorite thing about this choice is the
peppery, spicy taste and finish. It would go
well with any spicy meat. I think pork
would probably fit it best. The appearance
of Dead Guy Ale is a
deep, golden, clear brown
with excellent two finger
head that dissolves away
quickly. The high level of
carbonation contributes to
the taste perfectly, making
it more accessible and
refreshing than a typical
bock, and as you can see
the label is pretty cool too.
I suggest some of the
other Rogue choices if you
enjoy Dead Guy. The
Juniper Ale is one of my
personal favorites. Nikki’s
liquor store has a wide
variety of Rogue choices and Wickenden
Pub sells pretty much every beer in the
world, so there are some consumer options
in the area.

All Students Are Encouraged to Submit
a Poem or Work of Short Fiction to
PC’s Literary Magazine, The Alembic.
Bring to the English Department in
Library 110.

Winners will recieve cash prizes for their
work.
$50 Best Poem
$50 Best Fiction Piece
All are welcome!

Riddle Me This: Annmarie’s Arts & Entertainment’s Crossword Puzzle
Across
3. High School Musical star of Me and
Orson Welles
6. Bucket List star to be honored at
Kennedy Center Sept. 16
7. Band that pushed Perry’s “Kissed a
Girl” single off UK charts with its “Sex on
Fire”
9. Arrested in LAX but “back in the lab”
11. Comedian whose DNA will be digitilized
and sent to the International Space
Station
13. Author of Infinite Jest who passed
away Sept. 12
14. Star of The Women who Met Harry
and Got Mail
17. Lead singer of Dispatch visiting
McPhail’s this Saturday
18. Psychosexual drama opening Sept.
25 starring Ron Weasley’s BFF
19. Women’s world music ensemble to
play in Ryan Hall on Sept. 19

Down
1. Darius Rucker’s not so Hootie new
album
2. How Jenny from the block lost extra
baby weight this past weekend in Malibu
4. Son Matt McConaughey trots around
5. Hunting actor who calls the
Republican V.P. nomination a “really bad
Disney movie”
8. After 10 years of dutiful service to
screeching teens in Times Square the
MTV show will end in November
10. Country Emmanuel Jal in which the
hip-hop artist was once a child soldier
11. Britney Spears’ album slated for
release on Dec. 2
12. Toronto Film Festival lauded her per
formance in Rachel Getting Married
15. SNL Palin: “And I can see_____
from my house!”
16. Actor shares an infinite playlist with
Norah

* Note: As ordered by the Associate Editor-in-Chief, the first Providence College student to successfully complete and return the crossword puzzle to the Cow) office will be awarded a chance
at courtship (a.k.a. a date) with an editor of the Arts and Entertainment section.
** It should also be noted that the editor is well aware her Grandma is most likely to win the “contest.”
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A Skeptic Proved Wrong by Her Venture to a Clairvoyant:*
by Alex

BetGeorge ’ll

Portfolio Staff

In this article, I shall endeavor to share
with you, dear reader, my rite of passage
into the occult realm of the rip-off business
that is New-Age prophesying. New age
because the lovely Miss
SHORT Condessa’s residence is situatSTORY ed directly above no other
ground-floor establishment
than a Johnny Rocket’s, which currently
features a banner placed subtly below its
sign, proclaiming a seventh-year victory as
Hotspot-with-Best-Burger-in-Providence.
But I’m getting ahead of myself: We
should start at the beginning.

this gift would up my chances of a favor
able read. (Confined by the sexist social
thought in our country, of course I
assumed the fortune teller would be a
woman.) If I was incorrect, at least it’s
better to take my doom with a Hershey’s
Kiss of death.

tume, modeled after the most inappropriate
of body parts and playing a trumpet. At
this point my mind was purged of any
philosophical wonderings.
I finally reached Thayer, with a faint bit
of perspiration condensing on my brow:
Admit it—Waterman is a steep hike. The

Part I

It honestly began like this: Something
about someone who can’t see my face
telling me my future via cyberspace just
creeps me out. This obviously leaves out
the online scam-site horoscope.com,
which just wouldn’t cut it for my first
experience with the mystical**.
Naturally, that led me to Thayer Street,
the beginning of all Providence College
student adventures before midnight.

spent the next several minutes looking
around perplexed, trying to find the place
before I walked into Spectrum India to ask
the cashier whether or not he knew where
Miss Condessa was.
“Have you ever had your palm read
before?” he asked me.
“No,” I replied.
“ft is very interesting. You should talk
to her about it. By the way, do you know
where Johnny Rocket’s is? She’s right
above it.”
Mission accomplished.
I ventured up the stairs cautiously, tak
ing in the pictures of some Hindu deity
whose name escapes me. I knocked on her
door three times with a large brass knock
er and paused to listen to what I swear was
Hillary Clinton’s voice within, accompa
nied by Obama’s, and then a crowd of
roaring people. Intrigued, and not without
jitters, I tried the doorbell. Footsteps
ensued. The door opened.
“Hello, honey. Come in.” She turned
from the door, clicking off the television
with the remote in her hand.
She motioned for me to sit in a chair by
the window, and then went on to propose a
face, tarot, and palm reading for $50.
Assuring her that I hadn’t the funds, she
resigned to reading just my palm.

Part II
Part III
I caught a 3:56 pm R1PTA (the 50—1’11
admit to missing the 55’s 3:40 ride). On
the way I wondered if my future would
unfold according to the seer’s utterings,
and if it did, would it be because she was
indeed clairvoyant, or because I would
become gullible and subconsciously live
my life according to her master plan sim
ply because I heard that it would progress
a certain way.
I remembered hearing that a palm read
ing done by Thayer’s resident ‘Miss Cleo’
was $10, which I thought was more than a
fair price to get an authentic prediction,
given my financial condition. Yet as the
bus slowed to a halt in Kennedy Plaza, I
couldn’t help but think of my cynical, sec
ond possibility of how my life might be
manipulated by my own stupidity. So I ran
to the CVS across the street to get a
Hershey bar to ensure that if that presump
tion was correct, at least her prediction
would be a fortunate one. Since no fellow
female doesn’t like chocolate I figured that

And so I learned a lesson. Whether or
not I am actually “honest, hardworking,
and determined” as Condessa claimed, she
gave me a reading that any virtuous PC
student would be proud to claim as their
fate. It was nice to hear that my life would
from thereon follow a clearer path, espe
cially given the utter chaos I underwent to
hear it said. Regardless of her legitimacy,
or lack thereof, it hit me that everything
she said about my current and past nature
was correct, despite the fact that I’d previ
ously ingested that Hershey bar. Of course,
I’m omitting the juicy particulars; it’s my
fate after all.
KATIE CALIVA ’ 10 / The Cowl

I walked briskly up Waterman Street,
having been too impatient to wait for the
trolley. Musings of time’s nature and
humanity’s subjective perception of its rate
of passing floated in my mind, until I
passed a man dressed in an outrageous cos

more moderate Thayer hike began, during
which I found a sign on the sidewalk tout
ing Miss Condessa’s palm readings for a
mere $10 and an arrow pointing in her
direction. (At least there’s some conection
there: Miss Cleo. . . Miss Condessa.) I

Notes

*. . .relatively wrong, anyway.
** For a complete list of all similar
establishments, I dare you to Google
“horoscopes.” (The turnout is approxi
mately 8,000,000 matches!)

The Importance of Having a Place to Stand
Kaly Thayer ’10
Portfolio Staff

by

I work in one of the several well-furbished computer labs on campus. For those
of you unaware of the brand new, rather
posh establishment on the third floor of
Howley Hall, you can find me
ESSAY there bright and early most
mornings, and occasionally on
a weekday night or two.
Being a new lab, this particular room in
Howley didn’t have a crucifix hanging in it
as every classroom on campus seems to. I
was in residence when they came and
installed the cross for us. It was a rather
noisy business involving a lot of arguing
about placement and a large Black &
Decker drill.
What I noticed when the Physical Plant
worker and the professor had gone, leaving
a shiny new cross on the wall, wasn’t the
intervening silence. Instead, it was a
strange bit of completion.
Providence College has a Catholic iden
tity. Everyone who goes here, plus a lot of
people who don’t, know that. What’s
strange is how that Catholic identity does
n’t have to mesh with individual students
in order to do so with the school.

Image from ARTstor.org

You don’t have to be
Catholic to understand
the benefit of a getting a
Catholic education.
Personally, I know that
I am definitely not a
Catholic. I hardly even
know if I’m a Christian.
And if I had gone to a
secular school, a place
that didn’t care about my
spiritual or religious
identity just as long as it
didn’t interfere with the
religious identity of any
one else, I’d likely not
care either. But here at
PC, life’s a bit different:
I’m forced to confront
myself every time I enter
a classroom.
Despite the fact that I
disagree with a lot of
actions the Catholic
Church has taken and
several of the positions it
holds on modem spiritu
ality and life, is is differ
ent from any other insti
tution in that I know

where it stands, and so I can choose to
stand in opposition to it.
Being able to disagree with someone is
integral to an education. This is a fact
ignored by most secular institutions for the
sake of inoffensive comfort: I won’t argue
with you if you won’t argue with me, and
we will continue to mutually not offend
each other and at the same time not learn
anything. That’s not why I went to college.
I could have gone to St. John’s College
and learned more than I could anywhere
else about the Great Books; I could have
gone to Johns Hopkins and gotten lost in
the gigantic student body; but I didn’t. I
came to PC, expecting the level of rigor
that the Dominicans are so - famous for.
And I got it. But I also got something
more. I got a place to stand.
Even if it’s not where the Church stands,
or where my friends stand, or where my
political party stands, it’s something that
I’ve built out of reason and argument and
personal belief.
No other place can give that to a student,
no other kind of education would force that
kind of confrontation.
So take it or leave it, whichever you
want: but at least you have the opportunity
to choose.
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daughter

Her
Sam McVay ’09
Portfolio Staff

by

She says, “It’s what’s on the inside that
counts,” but she’s always on a diet that will
never work because she eats chocolates
when she’s depressed and she won’t go
anywhere without perfectly
applying her lipstick.
FICTION
She says, “The right one
will love you for who you
are,” but every time another
one stops calling, she wonders what is
wrong with her and she believes the right
one hasn’t found her because she’s fat.
She also says, “You shouldn’t need any
one to make you happy.” But when her
phone rings in the grocery store, the world
falls away from her face and she wheels
her cart in slow motion up and down the
aisles, talking animatedly and smiling into
her phone, oblivious to the food on the
shelves and the aggravated shoppers trying
to get around her.
This one just started calling again. This
one is the one she had thought was the one.
They had been on and off before. She said
he wasn’t ready for commitment.
When she told her daughter that he had
just stopped calling, her face crumbled and
she asked through tears, “What’s wrong
with me?” and it was the saddest thing her
daughter had ever seen and her daughter
held her and hated the man who had done
this to her. Her daughter was glad when it
ended for good—he wasn’t good for her.
Her daughter swears she won’t be like
her. Her daughter doesn’t want to care
what she looks like, because it’s what’s on
the inside that counts. But her daughter
stops eating to lose weight and tries to buy
more flattering clothes so that the right one
will love her for who she is. Her daughter
swears she doesn’t need anyone to make
her happy but she goes out with the first
boy who asks her because someone finally
asked her.

She tells her daughter how good she
looks and is jealous of the weight she has
lost. She’s still on a diet and she still eats
chocolate before she goes to bed.
She knows she shouldn’t need anyone to
make her happy but she’s turning 50 and is
afraid to end up alone.
And now he’s back. Fresh out of a rela
tionship with another woman—it turns out
he wasn’t afraid of commitment with her.
But it didn’t work out with the other
woman, and the engagement ring has been
returned now.
He wonders what went wrong, he won
ders if he screwed it up.
He says that he knows he screwed up
with her, and he feels terrible about it.
She tells her daughter he’s hurt and con
fused and that they’re just friends but her
daughter knows that isn’t true, knows that
they’re more than just friends.
Her daughter is worried and thinks that
she shouldn’t take him back so easily. But
her daughter won’t say anything because
she wants her to be happy and hopes that
this time he will stay. Her daughter wishes
she could make him stay.
Her daughter starts to realize that she
doesn’t like the boy she’s dating. She likes
talking to him and spending time with him.
She thinks that they have really amazing
conversations, but he complains that she
never kisses him and the truth is that she
doesn’t really want to. She wonders why
she doesn’t feel anything when he kisses
her. She’s afraid it’s her.
They talk on the phone all the time and
see each other almost every day and
though she never felt alone before, she’s
not sure she wants to go back to being sin
gle. Her daughter has seen what single
looks like.
At home, her mother still says they’re
just friends but they’re talking every day
now and she has acquired a happy glow.
She complains that she has nothing to wear
out with him because she’s fat and nothing

Nothing and Everything
by Nicole Amaral ’10
Asst. Portfolio Editor

She wants to be.
Without rhymes or reasons.
Without mental montages set to that song stuck in her head.
She wants to grow up.
To shut up that juvenile voice.
To shut out thoughts that lie.
She wants to feel.
How good it is to wake up.
How everything, in its own way, lives.
She wants to know.
That the world doesn’t care about her failures.
That she doesn’t, either.
She wants to laugh.
Because it feels good.
Because sometimes even the wrong things are funny.
Cut it all away and
She wants nothing.
Nothing more than to no longer need.
In nothing, there is everything. In nothing, there is now.

fits. She asks her daughter to help her pick
out an outfit, but her daughter says she’s
too busy. Finally dressed, she asks how she
looks but her daughter is starting to hate
that her mother needs reassurance and says
half-heartedly, “You look good.”
Her daughter feels kind of bad when she
sees the look on her mother’s face but not
bad enough to take it back.
Her daughter is picked up by her
boyfriend and they have nothing to do but
drive around and park in an empty parking
lot. She keeps the conversation going as
long as possible, looking at him sometimes
but more often out the window.
She thinks she’s discovered that if she
doesn’t make eye contact, then he won’t
try to kiss her.

When the conversation fails, he wants to
move into the backseat. She doesn’t touch
him at all but she doesn’t stop his hands
from roaming and she feels uncomfortable
but she kind of likes it too.
Then he slips his hand up her skirt, but
she says, “no” and so he stops. But then he
tries to do it again and this time she does
n’t say no but jerks her body away, but he
doesn’t seem to notice until she pushes his
hand away.
Later he says that she didn’t say no, but
she reminds him she did the first time. He
admits that she’s right; he says that he’s
sorry; he says that he forgot.
She feels dirty and ashamed and she
wants to talk to her mom but she doesn’t
want anyone to know.

Sign of the Apocalypse #4766: No More Baggers?!
by

Lindsay Wengloski ’10
Portfolio Staff

Once upon a time, in an age before self
checkout registers at grocery stores, there
was a mythic race of nomads who trolled
the ends of the check-out counters and lin
gered at the elbows of the
ESSAY cashiers; waiting for stray
bunches of grapes and cans of
dog food to roll their way.
They were a people self-described as
Baggers, if we’re going to get technical
about all this.
Some say the Baggers are mere leg
ends—stories to frighten children.
Remember, if you loudly announce smutty
tabloid tidbits from your sweet shopping
wagon perch while Mommy tries to find
her monster Folder O’ Coupons, the
Bagger’ll get you. And more specifically,

not really you, per se, but your bag of pret
ty dam wispy potato chips. Or that box of
Lucky Charms—he’ll grind those marsh
mallow darlings of yours into powder.
Hearts stars and horseshoes, clovers and
. . . blue dust? Exactly.
It’s pretty traumatic to tots.
So beware, children, beware.
But now it seems as if the Bagger’s fear
some shadow has passed beyond our col
lective sight. Now, instead of Randy, the
man who insists that each item you pur
chase needs a separate bag, you have the
ridiculously calm (and slightly nasally)
voice of That Woman who bosses you
around from her computer fortress.
Whatever happened to the customer
always being right?
“Item removed from bagging area.
Please return item to bagging area.”
WHAT?!?!?

Small Shell
by

Alex Donnelly ’09
Portfolio Staff

Happiness is a burst of sun through a cloudy sky.
It is being in the right place at a measured time.
For there is a shell that covers the earth,
from “too-much-of-anything-oxide”
and the spacial blades that be,
like any device,
swipe its ceiling in times of heat.
These sun bursts pierce their way through the gray
and into my chlorophyll.
I am a battery that recharges for free,
and supports a system
with no discernable coordinates.

“Unrecognized item in bagging area. call you on it. You’re a Bagger. So you
Remove item and continue.”
dropped a Thanksgiving turkey on some
But you just said. . .
one’s pastry. Oops!
“Stupid human in front of my screen.
And if passive aggression isn’t quite
Please listen to a series of obtuse instruc your thing, there’s always creative product
tions administered in a soothing female arrangement. Want to send customers sub
voice. Then die of starvation after repeat tle messages about what they’re buying?
ed attempts to follow said instructions.”
Put Alpo together with the plastic cutlery
But I thought. . .I
and plates. Try
thought I was sup
to manufacture
posed to not be pub
classic colle
lically
ridiculed
giate meals out
while
purchasing
of things like
foodstuffs from your
peanut butter,
store! Now every
baked beans,
one thinks I’m a
and Ritz crack
technologically
ers.
Who
impaired person.
knows,
the
Food Network
Which I am, but
just might pick
that’s another story.
you up and give
Digression aside,
you your own
it’s very much like
show!
(Who
Narcissus, except
wouldn’t want
instead of being
to watch Iron
mesmerized by my
own reflection in a
Chef’s loopy
pseudo-spinoff,
random pool and
somehow forgetting
College Chef!
that if my stomach
Instead of egg
Image from http://martinlittle.com plant,
rumbles, that means
your
I’m hungry, and that not eating equals sad, secret ingredient is Easy Mac!)
sad, sad, I now find myself fascinated by
Or would you be the kind of Bagger
the utter ridiculousness of technology and who’d just want to randomize things?
can’t seem to escape its clutches.
Mess with the minds of your lovely con
Catch-22? Totally.
sumers just a tad? Tweak those neurons?
I have to keep stuff in the bagging area. Well, put together whipped cream, hot
But it gets too heavy. So I should remove sauce, and paper towels together in one
it. But then. . .then I’m supposed to return bag, and I guarantee you people will try to
it? Even though That Lady in the comput rationalize your packaging skills for at
er says the whole bit’s too heavy for the least 15 minutes.
sensors? Decide!!
Baggers made the world of shopping so
It’s times like these when I miss the much more spontaneous. Would you get a
Bagger’s classical, refined, highly scientif Bagger who loved the world and would
ic art of layering groceries: fragile, pale bag your groceries in groups—dairy, pro
green veggie, can of soup, can of soup, can duce, etc? Or would you have to suffer
of refried beans, carton of eggs, brick, through
the
Bagger-Who-Just-Gotanvil, baby, random stick of gum.
Dumped, who’d pre-scramble eggs/br you
And I think being a Bagger would be while she packed—even cracking the
way more fun than being the self-checkout shells to save you time in the long run? So
supervisor. I mean, think about it. As a go ahead; live on the edge and pick an
Bagger, there are tons of opportunities for aisle, any aisle.
passive aggression. And no one can really
Oh wait. They’re all self-checkout.

Portfolio

20 The Cowl

September 18.2008

Escaping from Bucks County
by

Katie Caliva ’10

Portfolio Editor

He had an “anywhere but here” mindset.
“It’s not that I don’t love Bucks County,”
he would say, “it’s just that I’m so damn
sick of it.”
New York, Los Angeles,
FICTION Chicago; it didn’t really matter
much to him where he went,
he just needed to go. He need
ed to get away from his house, from his
dead-end job, from the community college
that he loathed. He needed to find a place
where cultivating his acting and his music
could be placed first.
“I need so many things,” he would
admit, not at all ashamed of the fact that all
of his eggs were in two baskets and that
none of his ducks were in anything that
remotely resembled a row.
“A girl, now there’s something I defi
nitely need.”
I never knew how to respond to that
statement. The context that he said it in
sort of suggested that he meant me, but it
was unlike him to be so blunt. He was a big
fan of subtlety in wooing.
“Catching a girl is a lot like writing a
song,” he said once, delving into a lengthy
analogy that I quickly stopped listening to.
He never had any trouble talking about
his opinions, his passions, his sorrows, or
anything that had to do with himself.
The first time I met him I was totally
repulsed by that streak of narcissism. How
anyone could spend four hours talking
almost exclusively about himself was
totally beyond me. When I said goodbye to
him after that first meeting I was sure that
I would never see him again, and frankly I
was fine with that. As far as I was con-

cernedI could do without knowing such a
pretentious and self-absorbed punk.
But I did see him again, and several
times beyond that. The more I talked to
him, the more I began to rethink my initial
negative judgment of his existence.
It was true that his favorite topic of con
versation was himself; there was absolute
ly no way of getting around that. It was
also true, however, that he cared deeply
about the interests of others, so long as
they didn’t stray too far from his own.
“I like talking to you because it’s so
obvious that you’re not a musician.”
I often had to remind myself that he did
n’t mean that disdainfully. It was true, after
all; I’m not a musician.
“You always put a literary spin on
things, which is great, because it’s your
spin.” And he would explain to me that art
was an awful lot like language. We all may
speak dialects that indicate our specific
specialties, but when it comes down to it
we can always converse as passionate peo
ple, and as artists.
The more I talked to him, the more I
agreed with him. The more time I spent
with him, the more I rued the time wasted
hating him. As it turned out, I didn’t end up
having as much time with him as I would
have liked.
The young musician with the “anywhere
but here” mindset got his wish and got the
hell out of Bucks County, out of
Pennsylvania, and off the eastern seaboard.
He got an apartment to call his own in L.A.
and a record deal besides. Maybe now
he’ll find a girl, a god, and some of the
other things he used to tell me that he was
seeking so desperately.
“Maybe I’ll see you again someday,” he
would say to me every time that we would
leave each other’s company. I used to find

it odd that he would end so many conver
sations that way, but when I heard the
news that he had moved out west it sud
denly made sense to me.
He had to be prepared to leave at the
first opportunity; that was a requirement of
his mindset.
This realization cast a sallow glow on
our friendship, but I tried my best to be
happy for him rather than resentful due to
my own pride.
The truth is that I really do hope that he
does find a girl, does find a god, does find
rest and peace and contentment. I want
him to be happy. Whatever “happiness”
ends up meaning. I also hope that some
how, somewhere we cross paths again.

Hugs!

Billy Zucker ’ll
Contributing Poet

by

I found a box of truth
and opened up the walls
there it evaped
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Dear A.B.,
No offense, but
you’re acting like a
typical college-aged
guy. Actually, I defi
nitely meant that to
be offensive and so I
hope you take it
deeply to your heart.
It strikes me that
the biggest issue here, isn’t really with
your girlfriend. Nope, kiddo, it’s with you.
You clearly had apprehensions about
bringing a high school relationship into
this new stage of your life, which is fine.
College is a very different world than high
school and so relationships are going to be
different, too. But the problem is when you
confuse this very natural and well-founded
concern with self-righteousness, pompous,
and otherwise annoying altruism.
Do you really think that your “relation
ship seems to be keeping her from making
her own friends” or do you feel that your
relationship is preventing you from mak
ing friends of both genders?
If it’s the latter then don't hide behind
the lie that you’re doing this for her own
good. Man up and tell her that you’re end
ing things because your once exclusive
relationship doesn’t make as much sense
here as it did at home.
And even if she did come to PC because
of you, which is an uncorroborated claim,
that doesn’t mean that she won’t love PC
without you as her boyfriend. Give this girl
some credit.
So in conclusion, A.B.: Reevaluate your
motives, stop being a high and mighty lit
tle tool, and be honest with your soon-tobe ex.

Untitled

This Week...
Breaking Up With her Gently

Dear Tiffany and Earl,
I’m guessing that a fair amount of my fellow freshmen have had to
decide what to do with their high school significant others now that
they’re in college. I wasn’t too worried about it because my girlfriend
and I both ended up coming to PC. While I was unsure about continu
ing our relationship in college, I figured it would work out and that it
would be nice to have her around. But now I’m not so sure. She wants
to tag along with me and my roommates everywhere we go, and our
relationship seems to be keeping her from making her own friends.
All she does is eat, sleep, and call me. I want to break up with her, but
I feel like a jerk doing it because I think that I’m part of the reason
she decided to come to PC. Any thoughts on how to handle this?

—Annoyed Boyfriend

Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com

There is nothing
more
frustrating
than a question like
this. I am convuls
ing as I write this
response.
If it
appears in the paper
incomplete that's
because I am in a
diabetic
coma.
What I can’t under
stand is that I make fun of people like you
every week and you just don’t get it. I want to
answer questions about advanced surgery and
defusing atomic bombs. I want to advise folks
that don’t know how to utilize their extra
limbs and tell the elderly how to scrape their
colon polyps away with a putty knife (it
works, trust me).
I just don’t care about you or your fat, lazy
girlfriend. You are obviously not getting any
because you didn't mention it as one of the
factors for or against this possible breakup.
Even when I was suffering from severe testic
ular torsion (that’s when the spermatic cord
that provides the blood supply to the testicle
is twisted, cutting off the blood supply, often
causing Orchalgia [that’s when your testicle
dies]), I was enjoying a woman’s touch.
However, I am bound by a demonic con
tract. Therefore if I don't answer this question
I will suffer more than you do under the
weight of your corpulent, repugnant and
needy mistress. So here it is. In the great
words of our fearless leader Fr. Shanley,
“Nothing we’ve done is eternal.” Take that to
heart. It is possible to get out of any situation,
especially those involving women. I wouldn’t
worry about your lady. She can transfer and I
am sure this decision will prompt her to drop
a couple.
I suggest using the breakup situation to
your advantage. Do it over the phone in front
all your friends. This way you will gain
standing in your social circle because
that’s hilarious.

EARL
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Do you know where Sarah Palin
went to college?

“Yale.”
Liz Gabioli ’12, Jess Phoumindr ’12

“Which year?”
Maggie Cadigan ’ll, Kyle Heaney ’ll,
Todd Incantalupo ’98 (Missing from photo)

“Slutgers!”
Annmarie Granstrand ’09, Anthony Valentino ’09, Mollie Quinn ’09

“University of Alaska?”
Marissa Vila ’12, Anne McKay ’12

“Foxy Lady University?”
Ryan Ward ’09, Craig Malouf ’09, Josh Scott ’10

“Hawaii Pacific College, North Idaho
College...University of Idaho...I can’t
remember the rest?”

-Sarah Palin
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores - Standings

Statistics

Schedules

Standouts

Standouts

Michael Pereira

Courtney Collins

Men’s Soccer
Sophomore — London, Ontario

Women’s Soccer
Freshman — North Wales, Penn.

Pereira’s first collegiate goal in the
82nd minute against Georgetown secured
the win for Providence.

Collins has scored three goals in the Friars’ last
three games and is tied for first on the team in
points scored with six this season.

Scores
Thursday, 9/11
Women’s Soccer at Hartford

W, 2-1

Friday, 9/12
Women’s Field Hockey vs. Harvard
Women’s Volleyball at Holy Cross

W, 4-0
W, 3-0

Schedules

Saturday, 9/13
Men’s Soccer vs. Georgetown
Women’s Volleyball vs. Wagner, Bryant
Women’s Tennis at Bryant

W, 1-0
W, 3-2;L, 3-0
L, 4-3

Sunday, 9/14
Women’s Soccer vs. Davidson
Women’s Field Hockey at Dartmouth

PPD.
W, 3-0

Monday, 9/15
Men’s Soccer at Northeastern

T, 0-0

Tuesday. 9/16
Women’s Tennis vs. Hartford
Women’s Volleyball vs. Brown

W, 7-0
L, 3-0

Friday, 9/19
Men’s Soccer vs. Cincinnati
Women’s Soccer at Connecticut
Field Hockey at Connecticut
Women’s Volleyball vs. Sacred Heart

3:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Saturday, 9/20
Women’s Tennis at Siena Invitational
Men’s Cross Country at Iona Meet
Women’s Cross Country at Iona Meet
Women’s Volleyball vs. Coppin State
Women’s Volleyball vs. UTEP

10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Sunday, 9/21
Women’s Tennis at Siena Invitational
Men’s Soccer vs. Louisville
Women’s Soccer vs. Massachusetts

9:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 9/24
Women’s Tennis vs. Holy Cross
Women’s Volleyball vs. Manhattan

4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Standings
Men’s Big East Soccer Blue (9/16)

Big East

Team
Notre Dame
Providence
Pittsburgh
Connecticut
Seton Hall
West Virginia
Georgetown
Marquette

w
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0

L
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1

w
4

3
4
2
4
1
5
1

Women’s Big East Soccer American (9/16)
Overall
L
T
1
0
0
2
1
1
0
3
0
2
1
3
0
1
1
2

Team
Providence
St. John’s
West Virginia
USF
Marquette
Pittsburgh
Syracuse
Connecticut

Big East
W
L
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Overall
L
W
1
4
1
4
4
1
1
3
4
3
4
3
3
2
5
2

I
0
1
2
2
0
0
1
0
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In Training:
Thoughts on Marathon Preparation
Editor’s Note: Dan O’Brien ’09 and J.T. Scanlan, Ph.D., associate
professor of English, are both training for the United States Marine
Corps Marathon in Washington, D. C, at the end of October. They
will be sharing their thoughts on what it is like to train for and run
a marathon in this weekly feature.

The Professor

The Student

by J.T. Scanlan
Guest Columnist

On those weekends when I’m not pin
ning a running bib to my belly and worry
ing about hydration, I still try to get in a
long run. And what makes such grueling
exercise fun? The mental lift running
inevitably offers. And I don’t mean simply
a psychological high.
I’m thinking more of the quality of my
ideas, such as they are. For whatever rea
son, new ideas relating to my scholarly
writing spring into my mind almost effort
lessly while I run. While sweating profuse
ly, I come up with better, crisper questions
for my classes, too. (At least I see an
improvement.) And my thoughts on wellworn topics seem somehow sharper and
fresher—even original, at times.
In academic communities, we often
speak eloquently on why stale ideas are
incompatible with the ideals of a universi
ty. But as we all know from experience, it’s
hard to break out of long ingrained intel
lectual habits. As Samuel Johnson wisely
observed in an obscure note on a bad
Shakespeare play, “No man writes upon
the same subject twice, without concurring
with himself in many places.”
Alas, the same old courses and the same
old debates provide endless opportunities
for us to say and to write the same old
things. Perhaps on those occasions when
we repeat ourselves shamelessly, we turn,
understandably, to John Henry Newman’s
remark, occasioned by his thoughts on
Johnson: “There is a demand for a reck
less originality of thought, and a sparkling
plausibility of argument.”
But then I go for a run, and everything
seems to change! The hard work of com
ing up with new ideas about one’s reading
and writing seems, after about three miles,
less daunting.
Take last Sunday, for example. Once I
charged out into the drizzle for a long run,
I soon was awash in fresh ideas for an
essay I’m currently writing on Ludwig
Bemelmans, who died in
1962.
Everyone knows Bemelmans’ kids books
about brave Madeline—“To the tiger in
the zoo / Madeline just said ‘Poo-Poo!”
A handful of New York literary food
ies—including the author of Kitchen
Confidential, Anthony Bourdain—have
praised Bemelmans’ gentle mockery of
the flashy-rich restaurant crowd.
But what accounted for the huge popu
larity of his substantial body of work
among supposedly sophisticated readers

LIVE BETTER
in Apartments from
WWW.PROVIDENCEPLACES.COMs
Many 3 -12 bed recently
renovated apartments and full
houses available.

Houses on Oakland, Pembroke, Eaton,
Pinehurst, and Tyndall.
Most have new Bathrooms, new Kitchens,
shiny Hardwood floors, Parking and
Laundry.

Many also have phone, cable, and high
speed internet connections in every room.

Check out pictures on our web site or call

4OI-952-O966

during the 1940s and 1950s? Did the mid
century rage for good humor writing, as
distinguished from satire and the comic
grotesque, depend on the absence of the
television? Perhaps the decline in the
vogue of such writers as Robert Benchley,
James Thurber, Ben Hecht, Dorothy
Parker, and Bemelmans coincides with the
rapid increase in sales of televisions in the
late 1950s. Was that the moment when the
middle classes turned their back on letter
press as the source of after-dinner humor?
My run also led to a kind of break
through in a longer manuscript about eigh
teenth-century literature I’m writing. For a
while, I’ve been working on the more the
oretical connections between legal and lit
erary thinking in the eighteenth century,
but not until this Sunday did I convince
myself that my manuscript seriously
requires much more attention to, say, to the
horrific social-legal conditions inside
places like Newgate Prison. Law is the
place where life and logic meet, as one
great legal historian has noted, and until I
went for my run, I didn’t fully understand
why my book needs more life in it.
Finally, last Sunday I experienced a sort
of runner’s epiphany about the Great
Debate of Our Times: how to reform our
Western Civ course. As I hit about the 6mile mark, drenched in sweat, I came up
with a plan—a “scheme of future felicity,”
Johnson calls such things-that I knew
would satisfy students, faculty, and admin
istrators, regardless of whether they placed
themselves in the large, confident majority,
eager for fundamental change, or in the
smaller, but persistent minority, reluctant
to turn too strongly against the traditions of
Providence College.
I felt I had a different, new, and reinvig
orating contribution to make. My running
seemed to endow me with a special talent,
and unexpectedly, the words of the confi
dent
Owen
Glendower,
from
Shakespeare’s Henry IV, Part One, entered
my mind: “I can call spirits from the vasty
deep.” People ought to listen to me!
But perhaps because a distinguished
Shakespeare professor years ago insisted I
read the plays over and over, I instantly
recalled the succeeding lines from the
feisty Hotspur, whose eyes are relentlessly
trained on the real world:
“Why, so can I, or so can any man; / But
will they come when you do call for them?”
Perhaps for the good of Providence
College, my “scheme of future felicity”
will remain unexpressed.
Still, the better thinking that running
seems to stimulate is itself valuable, espe
cially to those in academic life.
And next Sunday in Philadelphia, when I
try to keep up with Dan, it may help keep
my mind off hydration-for a mile or two.

Dan O’Brien ’09
Guest Columnist

by

I have found it increasingly hard to pay
attention in class the past week not because
I find the material boring, but rather
because I have become nervous and anx
ious due to the Philadelphia Distance
Run—a half marathon-being less than
four days away. I know it’s just a race and
it will have no significant impact on the
rest of my life, but I have set high goals for
myself that perhaps may be unattainable
due to knee pain that I have experienced in
the last week. While I have remained
active through workouts in the pool, there
is a growing sense of anxiety as race day
approaches that my physical health may
not improve by Sunday.

"- - - - - - - It’s great to have
three or four battling
for number one.
Ray Treacy,
Cross Country Head Coach,
on the running order for the
Men’s Cross-Country Team

------------- —------- "
Injuries are unavoidable when training
for a long distance race. Aches and pains
are omnipresent when you run 50+ miles
per week; it becomes not an issue of pray
ing that you stay healthy, but rather a task
of aiding your body in recovery through
icing, hydration, and stretching. I’ll be
honest: since the start of school I have not
been as committed to recovery as I should
be, and as a result I have nagging aches in
my knees. It would be a lie to say that I am
not disappointed about my health before
this race, but I am certainly not going to
allow this injury to negate the training that
I have done to this point. Worst case sce
nario: I race in pain.
I certainly do not consider myself an
expert in sports medicine but I believe (or
at least I tell myself) that blocking out the
pain is half the battle. There are so many
elements of running that are beyond your
control (injury, weather, etc.) that if you
learn to phase out minor aches and pains
you will have more success, or at the very
least a more positive attitude towards your
training. I have come to convince myself
that if I took the day off every day I woke
up with aches or pains, I would never be
able to run.
Sunday’s race is certainly not going to
be as easy I had hoped. There is no telling
how much my aches and pains will hold
me back, if they do at all. I do know one
thing though: injured or not, I will enjoy
every second of the race Sunday morning.

Do you want to know the latest about the
Keno Era of Providence Basketball?
Join the Sports Staff ofThe Cowl today.
Stop by Slavin G05 pick up an
application.

for more details.

/
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Providence Tennis Sweeps
Hartford in Home-Opener
by

Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Editor

The Providence College Tennis Team is
off to a fresh start this season. On Tuesday,
Sept. 16, the Friars hosted University of
Hartford, sweeping the Hawks 7-0. This
home-opening match marks first year head
coach Kyle LeBranche’s first victory.
Sophomore Liz Gillis performed flaw
lessly for the Friars, not allowing a game
point all day. Gillis defeated Hartford’s
Katie Greenburg, 6-0, 6-0, in the No. 5 sin
gles position. Gillis then teamed up with
sophomore Courtney Fuller in the No. 3
doubles spot to take a 8-0 victory from the
Hawks. Junior Jenn Cusack was also per
fect in singles actions, sweeping Gulay
Ozdemir, 6-0,6-0, in the No. 6 spot. Senior
Ashley Rissolo and sophomore Ayushi
Sinha prevailed in their first doubles
match of the season, defeating Hartford’s
Kasey Michels and Margaret Sabatino 8-1
for the top doubles position.
The Friar’s return to the courts on
Saturday, Sept. 20, and Sunday, Sept. 21 to
play in the Siena Invitational in
Loudonville, N.Y.
The Friars have only three more dual
matches during their fall season of play,
two of which will be held at Providence
College. Their remaining matches are
invitationals and championships, culmi
nating
with
the
ITA Regional
Championships on Oct. 24-25.

Ready for Big East Play

continued from back page
hope to achieve each game,” said Casey,
“that way we are able to keep our focus.”
This is the mindset the team took to the
field on Friday night in its match-up
against Harvard. Hudson set a good pace
for the game, scoring two consecutive
goals in the first half. Hudson’s first goal
came at the 15:03 mark as junior Nellie
Poulin delivered a pass down the middle
that set Hudson up for a one-on-one break
away with the Harvard goalkeeper.
Hudson scored her second goal of the
game just 4:59 into the second half to
make the lead more comfortable.
The Friars continued to dominate the
Crimson as sophomore Julie Ruggieri
scored a third goal at 53:23. At 66:30,
Lipski finalized the score by connecting on
a pass from Ruggieri. Four goals were

more than enough for the Friars to walk
away with another solid victory.
Providence hits the road on Friday, Sept.
19, to battle the University of Connecticut,
in its first Big East action of the season.
Three of the last four games between the
teams have been decided by one goal,
including each of the last two Big East
Conference Championship games.
Chamberlain and the team know what
they will be up against in the following
weeks as they begin their stint of Big
East competition.
“This upcoming stretch of Big East
teams is going to test what we are made of
and what we have been working on,” said
Chamberlain. I’m confident that we will
see good things and be able to play with
the top teams.”

www.TheCowl.com
SARA SP1RITO ’ 11/The Cowl

Senior Ashley Rissolo combined with
sophomore Ayushi Sinha to earn a dou
bles win against Hartford on Tuesday,
Sept. 16.

Fall: Great Season for

Healthy Activities
good buddy and check out Lincoln Woods
State Park (just one of many great parks
in RI).
Go Apple Picking. We all loved it as
kids and what’s not to love about a day of
being outside, climbing trees, and peg
ging each other with apples? You are
never too grown up for this uniquely fall
activity. And though I won’t go as far as
advising you to start doing bicep curls
with discarded apples, I will say that I
consider this a great way of getting some
extra activity into a lazy afternoon.
Conveniently, PC’S own Board of
Programmers will be offering an Apple

FH:

for up-to-the-minute news and information visit:

Results by Singles Position (through Thursday, Sept. 18)
1. Ayushi Sinha............................................ 1-1
2. Ashley Rissolo..........................................2-0
3. Meghan Gilroy......................................... 1-1
4. Melanie Albert......................................... 1-1
5. Liz Gillis.................................................... 2-0
6. Jenn Cusack............................................. 2-0

continued from page 25
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Picking Trip on Saturday, Oct. 4, so keep
your eyes out for sign up dates!
Like anyone else I love the long days
and lemonade of summertime, but fall
does have its perks and I hope that many of
you will learn to welcome its arrival.
Whatever you do, regardless of the season,
it’s important to enjoy it. In my opinion,
it’s hard not to enjoy everything you do
when the sun is shining and air is crisp, but
don’t take my word for it. Try it! Even tak
ing that Civ reading out on the quad with a
blanket is a step in the right direction.
Things are changing these days: 30 is
the new 20 and politically correct is being
redefined as we speak. So, why not dare to
be different and embrace the change of
pace that autumn brings?

UPCOMING LOCAL ROAD RACES:

Saturday, Sept. 21:
CVS Downtown 5K

Saturday, Sept. 27:
Chad Brown Community 5K Run/Walk

Sunday, Sept. 28:
Smithfield Lions 5K

Saturday, Oct. 4:
RIC Homecoming 5K

Saturday, October 18:
St. Pius V Road Race

Sports
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Here’s to Your Health:
Fall into Healthy Habits
by

continued from back page
team lead in points scored with six, and
goals scored with three. Her play has been
a major factor in the Friars’ early success.
“Courtney is a great player with great
technical tools,” McGirr said. “She is a
master of putting herself in the right spot at
the right time.”
The thrill that came with this invigorat
ing rally had the Friars primed to play
Davidson on Sunday, Sept. 14. The game
was postponed due to inclement weather in
the interest of the safety of the athletes.
The postponement received mixed reac
tion from the Friar squad.
“When you’re buzzing you’re dying to
get on the field again,” McGirr said.
Although the Friars’ rhythm was slight
ly interrupted with the missed game, the
day off provided one more day in the
preparation period for the beginning of
conference play.
The Friars begin their Big East slate on
Friday, Sept. 19 against the University of
Connecticut in Storrs, Connecticut.
“Right now we have the mentality that
we are a winning team, and that mentality
is driving us,” McGirr said.
What distinguishes the Friars is that
where others have confidence alone,
Providence has the work ethic and talent to
fortify that confidence which is necessary
for success in the Big East.
The offensive success that has marked
the Friars’ play this season will be put to
the test against the Huskies, as the Friars
will seek to score goals on Husky goal
tender Stephanie Labbe, who was named
the preseason Big East goalkeeper of the
year. In six games this season, Labbe has
already amassed 31 saves.

Casey Reutemann ’09
Sports Staff

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Christie Gent’s corner kick in
the 85th minute against Hartford set up
seniors Megan Mancaerella’s game
tying goal.

Kickoff is set for 5:00 p.m. against
the Huskies on Friday. The Friars will
return home to play the University of
Massachusetts on Sunday, Sept. 21, and
Marquette on Thursday, Sept. 25.
Providence will then hit the road for a
five game road streak against all Big
East opponents.

Some people look at autumn’s arrival
and cringe. Yes, it denotes the end of sum
mer’s carefree days of catching rays. And
yes, the coming of fall brings with it a nec
essary acknowledgment that
HEALTH & the brain must now be utiFITNESS bzed for academic under
takings. However, those of
us that are able to look past
these realities cross the threshold of
autumn with a smile of anticipation, and
often a sigh of relief (believe it or not).
For both mental and physical fitness
purposes, there isn’t a better time to
remind yourself how good it feels to be
healthy and happy. The crisp air, the sound
of leaves crunching under your feet, the
enigmatic yet collective hankering for
fresh apples off the trees all warrant a
much needed “stop and smell the...wood
fire” reaction. Unfortunately, that fire
often bums out before many students
unglue their eyes from Civ readings and/or
cease Facebook creep sessions.
So, this week I challenge you to pry
yourself from Ptolemy for a few minutes,
take a break from bio or switch off
SportsCenter/the Top Model Marathons
(they’ll both be on again tomorrow, trust
me) and get outside! If you need help
deciding what to do once you’ve made that
valiant venture into the great outdoors,
below are a few suggestions, but the possi
bilities are endless!
Take a walk. It may sound like a nobrainer, but walking is a great form of
exercise that you can do anywhere, any
time. The fall foliage and cool tempera
tures make it hard to resist a mid afternoon
stroll. If you’re someone who needs more
incentive, why not plan a walk to LaSalle

Bakery for a caffeine fix? Or suggest to
your roommate that you resume your gos
sip session about last weekend’s events as
you take a loop around the campus.
Play pick-up anything! As tempting as
an afternoon of guitar hero may be, grab
bing some friends and getting a quick
game of soccer, basketball, football,
Frisbee, cricket even, is a much more ful
filling way to spend your free time. The PC
campus provides ample amounts of space
for pick-up games: check out the upper or
lower campus quad, Hendricken Field, the
softball field, or Slavin lawn and enjoy
some friendly competition.
Race to the finish. Autumn is prime
road racing season and the spectacular
scenery that the Ocean State provides
makes running a 5K seem like a stroll in
the park. If you’ve been training, challenge
yourself to improve on your personal best.
Never run a race? It’s never too late to
start. Check out my 5K Training program
online at www.TheCowl.com (search
“Fitness: Chasing a Goal”), get some
friends together, and get started. Whether
your goal is to pick up your pace or simply
participate, a 5K in the fall is a great way
to get outside and get moving.
Go for a hike. For some reason, the
term “hiking” intimidates some people.
Perhaps you would feel more comfortable
with the idea of take-a-walk-in-the-woodswith-some-friends? No matter how you
look at it, this activity gets your heart
pumping and your mind turning. Though
the PC campus lies in the heart of the city,
there are several hiking trails very close
by. With the sun shining through the redand golden- leafed roof of the trail, it’s
hard not to let your worries fade away for
a while. Bring some water, a snack and a
FALL/Page 24
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Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to

PCI

hear from you! Just e-mail your questions
either about PC sports or sports in general to

cowlsports@gmail.com, and we ll do our
best to answer them—and stir up a little
debate if we can!
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Bidding Fairwell to the
House That Ruth Built
by

Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff

Will Tim Tebow be the first multi-Heisman Trophy winner since Archie Griffin
(1974 & 1975) or is there a dark horse who will receive college football’s highest
individual honor?
There is no denying that Tim Tebow has
the ability to repeat as the Heisman Trophy
winner. Tebow has an abundance of talent
around him and the Florida spread offense
caters perfectly to his unique skill-set. The
problem Tebow faces is the brutality of
SEC life. Also, defenses this year might be
more inclined to sit back and dare Urban
Meyer to beat them with his pedestrian
running game.
I see two quarterbacks who will put up
superior numbers and have equal or bet
ter records. Missouri QB Chase Daniel
has scorched the competition thus far,
throwing for 10 TDs and nearly 1,000
yards in three games. Luckily, Missouri
plays in a weak Big 12 North division and
only two remaining opponents are cur
rently ranked. However, my Heisman nod
goes to quarterback Mark Sanchez. He
came into this year as the relatively
unproven leader of the USC Trojans. But
he has silenced critics by cruising past
Virginia and then demolishing Ohio State
on a national stage. Sanchez may not
have the WR/TE combination that Tebow
or Daniel have, but USC boasts former
High School All-Americans at every
position. Sanchez will pick apart an over
rated Pac 10 and can finish with numbers
comparable to the other two.
Nevertheless, I give the nod to Sanchez
because voters tend to be persuaded by
wins. USC will be in the BCS National
Championship while Missouri or Florida
probably won’t win their conferences. Oh,
I forgot to mention that Pete Carroll’s club
has given us three of the last six
Heisman winners.

- Chris Crawford ’10

Just three weeks into the college foot
ball season, several players have emerged
as frontrunners for the most prestigious
piece of hardware in college football, the
Heisman Trophy. Amongst this group sits
2007 runner-up and Missouri QB Chase
Daniel, USC QB Mark Sanchez, and
Oklahoma QB Sam Bradford. Despite a
sluggish start early on, 2007 winner QB
Tim Tebow of Florida will find himself
striking the Heisman pose once again
come December.
Tebow, a junior for the Gators, has
arguably the toughest road back to the
Heisman while playing in the best football
conference in the nation, the SEC. A trip to
Tennessee, home bouts with LSU and
South Carolina, and a date with Georgia in
Jacksonville highlight a difficult schedule
for the Gators. Nevertheless, Tebow has an
experienced offense to work with includ
ing stellar wide outs Percy Harvin, Louis
Murphy, and tight end Aaron Hernandez.
Gator coach Urban Meyer is looking to
reduce the load his quarterback has to
shoulder this season by allowing him to
pass more and scramble less within
Florida’s spread offense. This will benefit
Tebow by reducing the constant wear and
tear that he faced last season. Through two
games Tebow has passed for 393 yards
with 3 touchdowns while rushing for 92
yards. Following Florida’s 26-3 thrashing
of Miami on Saturday Tebow had gone
130 consecutive passes without throwing
an interception, the longest such streak
at Florida.
Expect Tebow’s experience to shine
through as his numbers steadily improve
throughout the season. The Florida QB
will become only the second player in
NCAA history to win the Heisman twice.
-Anthony Valentino ’09

www.TheCowl.com

Ryan Holt ’09
Sports Staff

It’s the end of an era. On Sunday,
Yankee Stadium, the Cathedral of
Baseball, the House That Ruth Built, will
close its doors forever. For so many base
ball fans from New York
and around the world, it is
OPINION time to say goodbye to a
place that has meant so
much to so many.
The Stadium played host to 39 World
Series, three All Star Games, several
Presidents, and three Papal visits. It was
home to the “Greatest (football) Game of
All-Time,” as well as countless pro and
college football games, including NFL title
games. It was the place where “Win One
for the Gipper” originated, and home of
the first televised boxing match as well as
many more notable prizefights. In the
aftermath, of 9/11, it was a place to grieve,
home to a large memorial service. In short,
it was home to so many historical events
and to so many memories.
The list of the greats who have played
there is astounding: Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig,
Jackie Robinson, Ted Williams, Mickey
Mantle, Joe DiMaggio, Yogi Bena, Roger
Clemens, Reggie Jackson, Mariano Rivera,
Derek Jeter, Alex Rodriguez, Ken Griffey
Jr., Greg Maddox, John Smoltz, Randy
Johnson, Tom Glavine, Barry Bonds, and
on and on.
The place was a monument to American
ingenuity. It was the first three-tiered stadi
um in the world and was constructed in
just 14 months, and for less than the bud
geted cost.
It was a monument to baseball. The
Stadium’s world-famous white copper
facade, Monument Park, the Bleachers,
and the perfectly manicured Kentucky
bluegrass all come to mind.
No sporting venue has ever received
such in-depth coverage of its closing, and
no other place is deserving of it. Sure,
Fenway Park and Wrigley Field are won
derful places, but they are not Yankee
Stadium. They may be slightly older, but
they lack the history, the significance of
The Stadium. Nothing has and likely, noth
ing ever will come close to it again. Too
much has happened there.
There are so many favorite baseball
memories of The Stadium: Lou Gehrig’s
Farewell Speech, Babe Ruth’s 60th home
run, Roger Maris’ 61st, Roger Clemens’
300th Win, Don Larson’s perfect game in
the World Series, David Cone and David
Wells’ perfect games, Jim Abbott’s onehanded no-hitter, A-Rod’s 500th home run,

Reggie Jackson’s 3-home run game in the
World Series, President Bush’s first pitch
in the World Series just weeks after 9/11,
the amazing back-to-back walk-off Yankee
wins to follow it, Aaron Boone’s ALCS
11th inning walk-off against the Red Sox,
and this year’s epic All Star Game. I could
continue, and I’m sure I left so many out,
but please forgive me.
Then there are so many, including
myself, who have their personal stories. I
attended my first big league game at
Yankee Stadium and remember vividly
just how special that day was. It was
August 1996, just before the Yankees
went on their run of World Series in the
late 1990s. My dad had told my brother
and me he bought tickets when school let
out in June. I remember my brother and
me counting down the days until our trip
to the Bronx. When it finally happened,
the drive seemed endless. Once we went
in and up the ramp to our seats, I remem
ber stopping, frozen once I saw that field.
Never before had I seen something so big
and so green. I remember the feeling I had
when I realized all who played and cur
rently play in that stadium. Even though
the Yankees lost that day, it remains spe
cial to me and to my brother and father.
I’m sure so many of you reading this have
similar experiences.
Baseball, more so than any other sport,
is personal. It is a game passed from gen
eration to generation. It is a game that
rewards consistency, diligence, and
patience. It honors tradition and history.
In no other sport do fans share such a
strong relationship to its players, teams,
and yes, stadiums.
Yankee Stadium was a place that was
so special and important to so many peo
ple. Regardless of your allegianceYankees, Red Sox, Mets, Angels, etc. The
Stadium was a meaningful place. It was
home to history and to greatness for so
many for so long.
Baseball will be in a much different
place next year. The New Yankee Stadium
is a necessary venture. The old one had
major structural and technological issues.
It made sense to build a new one. It is just
going to be strange to think of the Yankees
playing somewhere else.
It is a shame there will be no October
baseball in the Bronx this year. It would
have been a great way to close the cathe
dral. Instead of one last run, Yankee fans
will have to begin to cherish these memo
ries a little earlier.
I am thankful I had the chance to visit
Yankee Stadium. I will certainly miss it.

Volleyball Goes 2-1 in Crusader Tourney, Falls to Brown
John Butler ’ll
Sports Editor
It has been a busy week for the
Providence College Women’s Volleyball
team, which participated in the Crusader
Classic on Friday and
Saturday, Sept. 12-13,
WOMEN and beat Holy Cross
VOLLEYBALL Wagner, but fell
to Bryant.
The Friars returned to Providence for
only their second home meet of the season
on Tuesday, Sept. 16, to take on the Brown
Bears, but were defeated in three matches.
This two-match skid for the Friars ties
their longest losing streak of the season,
but follows an impressive four-match
winning streak.
The Friars now stand at an even 6-6 in
the Independent League in what has been a
challenging schedule with games designed
to make the team even more competitive.
“When I set the schedule up, I purpose
ly made it tougher,” said Friar Head Coach
Margot Royer. “Having five seniors with
more experience, I knew they would be
able to handle it.”
The seniors have indeed set the tone this
season, as the Friars have responded like
veterans. A number of players have
stepped up in a big way so that the team’s
success does not rest on the shoulders of
by

MATT LONGOBARDI ‘ 10/The Cowl

Freshman Chelsey Thompson played two games in the Friars’ loss to Brown on
Tuesday, Sept. 16 in the Mullaney Gymnasium.

just one player.
“It’s a natural progression [to have a mix
of contributors],” Royer said. “The seniors
have been together since their freshman
year and the team chemistry makes it a lot
of fun.”
Senior Jeanette Toney led the offensive
charge against Brown in registering seven

kills. Her play has been consistent all week
and paced the Friars through the
Crusader Classic.
“Jeanette is probably the most athletic
player I have ever coached,” Royer said of
the 5-10 middle blocker. “She has an
incredible learning curve and I attribute
[her success] to her athletic ability.”

Toney is second in the team in kills at
109, behind classmate Elizabeth Flynn
who has 146. Flynn registered a total of 46
kills in the three games of the Crusader
Tournament, and has a .427 hitting per
centage to her credit.
Flynn’s play, along with that of seniors
Sara Sheehan and Kelly Krahenbuhl, was a
major factor in the Friars’ two wins over
the weekend. Sheehan notched a seasonhigh 44 assists against Wagner, which was
crucial in Providence’s victory in a match
that went the full five games.
Krahenbuhl’s play ignited the defense,
on the spark of her 20 dig performance
against Holy Cross en route to a three
match sweep.
In spite of solid play on the second day
of the Crusader Classic, the Friars were the
victims of unfortunate scheduling, which
required that five hours separate their two
matches. Bryant swept the Friars in
three games.
The Friars will enjoy the next five match
es of their six-match home stand and try to
capitalize on the home-court advantage
conferred by the Mullaney Gymansium in
Alumni Hall. The Friars will compete
against Sacred Heart on Friday, Sept. 19, at
8:00 p.m. in the Fifth Annual Friar Classic.
Play will continue Saturday against Coppin
State and Texas-El Paso.
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Providence Upsets No. 20 Georgetown
The Providence College Men’s Soccer
Team climbed to No. 20 in the latest
National Soccer Coaches Association of
America Poll and No. 17 in the Soccer
America Poll after posting a
1-0-1 week, first beating Big
MEN’S East rival Georgetown and
SOCCER
then playing to a draw
against Northeastern.
On Monday, Sept. 15, the team squared
off against a challenging opponent when
they traveled to Brookline, Mass, to play
Northeastern, a game made especially
interesting by Friars Head Coach Chaka
Daley’s close friendship with Huskies
Head Coach Brian Ainscough.
“It’s always interesting, challenging,
and fun to play against someone that you
know so well. He knows my coaching
style and I know his. It makes it a game
within a game,” Daley said.
Sure enough, the game played out like a
chess match between two geniuses, ending
in a 0-0 stalemate. The Huskies held the
shot advantage in the first half 6-1, but the
Friars bounced back in the second half and
created several solid scoring opportunities.
In the 61st minute sophomore Matt Marcin
had a one-on-one chance against NU
goalie Scott Partridge, but a spectacular
save by Partridge kept the Friars from
breaking the tie.
The Friars held the advantage in shots in
the second half 8-5 and 3-2 in overtime but
the game would end a scoreless tie, bring-
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Sophomore Michael Pereira scored his first collegiate goal which proved to be the
winning goal in Providence’s 1-0 upset of Georgetown on Saturday. Sept. 13.
ing the team’s record to 3-0-2. Junior goal
keeper Tim Murray made three saves en
route to his fourth shutout of the season
and 12th of his career.
The Friars began their week when they
hosted the undefeated Georgetown Hoyas

Friars Rally to
Defeat Hartford
by

John Butler ’ll
Sports Editor

The
Providence
College
Women’s Soccer Team stood on
the threshold of losing to a
Hartford team, on
WOMEN’S the road, on an
SOCCER unfamiliar turf
field. It came
dangerously
close to suffering its second con
secutive loss. But in the final five
minutes of play, the Friars scored
two goals to defeat the Hartford
Hawks 2-1 on Thursday, Sept.ll.
For the Friars’ impressive play
thus far, and especially their stel
lar 4-1-0 record, SoccerBuzz.com
named Providence No. 15 in the
Northeast Tuesday, a laudable
achievement for a team that has
worked hard to get where it
presently is.
“It was a great result,” said
Friars Head Coach Jim McGirr of
the come-from-behind win.
“We’ve walked off the field
before with the ‘should have’
mentality, but this time wi
walked off knowing we deserved
the win.”
The Friars spent the first half
adjusting to Hartford’s turf field.
Though the dynamic was differ
ent, the girls in black and white
responded with poise and offen
sive prowess. It was a very even
match for the first forty-five min
utes, as Providence took six shots
in the first period and held
Hartford to only three shots.
Hartford managed to break
through the Providence iron-wall
defense late in the first period and
scored a goal off a kick that sailed

over the head of sophomore Jill
Schott. Schott finished with one
save on the day.
It was a different story in the
second period, which was marked
by a Friar offensive onslaught
that had the potential to be a fire
works show, but left the Friars
still on the short end of a 1-0
score at the 84 minute mark.
“It was like a mirage of oppor
tunities for us/’ said McGirr of
the Friars’ chances in the second
period. “We had control of the
game, but I give my girls credit
because they dug in and worked
for a goal.”
Indeed, the Friars registered a
total of 15 shots on the Hartford
goal in the second period, but
none found their way between the
poles until
senior Megan
Mancarella tied the game on a
corner-kick play in the 85th
minute. Senior Christie Gent
rocketed a comer-kick into the
Hartford box. The resulting head
er was stopped by Hartford goal
tender Lauren Brodeur, but the
rebound was recovered by
Mancarella who capitalized on
the opportunity to tie the game.
Not willing to concede a tie,
the Friars upped the ante as the
seconds ticked away. Freshman
Courtney Collins was able to get
in front of a deflection from
Brodeur, and she headed the ball
into the Hartford net for the win
ning score with seventeen sec
onds left on the clock.
Collins’ goal was her third goal
in as many games. She is tied
with junior Tara Ricciardi for the
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on Saturday, in the first game of Big East
play this season. The game remained
scoreless all the way until the 82nd minute
when sophomore Michael Pereira scored
his first collegiate goal, ending the Hoyas’
shutout streak at 531:40 and giving the

Friars the edge they would need to win the
game 1-0. Pereira, who was at the top of
the box, fired a shot from 20 yards out that
deflected off a Georgetown defender and
into the net.
The Hoyas had several scoring opportu
nities, but Murray made two saves, earning
the clean sheet and handing Georgetown
its first loss of the season.
This is the second season in a row the
Friars have opened Big East play with a vic
tory over an undefeated team, last year trav
eling to DePaul to beat the Blue Demons
who were 4-0 coming into the game.
“When you start your Big East season, it
is huge to get off to a good start with a win,”
said Daley. “To be 1-0 in the Big East gives
us a lot of confidence, especially since we
earned the win against an undefeated team
which hadn’t even been scored on up until
that point. Every Big East game is a tough
game but our seniors are doing a great job of
leading in what could probably be called
uncharted territory.”
Senior captain Michael Narciso echoed
Daley’s feelings. “It’s the same mentality
going into Big East play, but the stakes are
increased. We have to treat every game like
it’s the biggest game of the season,” he said.
“We try to tune everything out and just
focus on the next game,” said senior cap
tain Kevin Neumen. “Every game is a big
one but the home games are especially
important and we just need to stay focused
on the next game and hopefully make it to
the post season.”
The Friars will continue Big East play
on Friday, Sept. 19, at 3:00 p.m. when they
host the Cincinnati Bearcats at Glay Field.

Field Hockey Sweeps Ivies
by

Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Editor

After cashing in on two more
consecutive wins recently, the old
cliche-“this team is running like a
well-oiled
FIELD machine”
has
HOCKEY never seemed truer
for the Providence
College
Field
Hockey Team. This well oiledmachine faced off against two Ivy
League powerhouses this week
end, shutting down Harvard first
on Friday, Sept.
12 and
Dartmouth on Sunday, Sept. 14.
With five victories so early on, it
appears as if the team is well on
its way to having a winning and
successful season.
“We are very happy with where
we are now,” said Junior goal
keeper Rachel Chamberlain, “but
we still have a lot to do to get
ready for the rest of the season.”
For the team, getting ready
means preparing themselves for the
competitive challenges they will
encounter in the Big East
Conference.
For Providence the best way to
do this is to perform strongly,
confidently, and smoothly in the
non-conference action they face
leading up to conference compe
tition. Clearly, this is exactly
what the Friars did in their 3-0
victory over Dartmouth.
After a scoreless first half of
play, Providence quickly turned
the game around.
“At halftime, we applied dif
ferent pressure and made some
good adjustments,” said Head
Coach Diane Madl.
The Friars finally got on the
board for a 1-0 lead in the 39th
minute as sophomore Ashlyn
Hudson intercepted a crossing
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Providence goalkeeper junior Rachel Chamberlain recorded two
consecutive shutouts over Harvard and Dartmouth last week as
the Friars improved to 5-2.
pass just as Dartmouth was
attempting to clear the ball from
their defensive end. After collect
ing the ball, she dribbled into the
top of the circle and completed a
shot into Dartmouth’s goal.
The ball would hit the back of
the cage two more times before
the end of the game. In the 47th
minute, sophomore Jamie Lipski
tipped in a free hit taken by sen
ior Jessica Lane to give the Friars
a 2-0 advantage.
In the 67th minute, junior
Adrienne Marois completed the
scoring spree as she ripped a hard
shot off a feed from Lane during
a penalty comer.
This team effort, with goals

from three different Friars,
helped to nail down Providence’s
second-straight shutout, its third
of the season.
For goalkeeper Chamberlain, it
has certainly been an exciting and
solid season so far.
“We have made a lot of
progress from game to game.
Each time we step out on the field
we get better,” said Chamberlain.
“That is why we have let fewer
goals go in.”
According to junior Sara
Casey, the team maintains a posi
tive outlook regardless of its
opponent.
“We set up mini goals that we
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